J

Pesticide
Action
Network

Europe Brussels 12/01/2023

Pesticides banned by the EU because of harm and danger are still in our food or environment.
Many EU countries continue to allow their use. In a new report, PAN Europe exposes the
widespread abuse of emergency derogations in the EU.

Carcinogenic, mutagenic, genotoxic pesticides, those with strong negative impacts on the environment,
and those highly toxic to bees are still used in food production. The report “Banned Pesticides still in use
in the EU” shows that many of these toxic substances were still widely used in recent years. This is done
by using a loophole in the law, intended for emergency situations.

We analysed the emergency authorisations for 24 pesticide-active substances from 2019 to 2022. These
pesticides have been either proven to be highly toxic for human health and the environment or to
contribute to the rise of antibiotic-resistant pathogens and have consequently been banned in the EU.

Out of the 24 investigated banned pesticide substances, a total of 236 emergency authorisations were
granted for 14 substances between 2019 and 2022. Austria is the ‘champion’ of derogations in our review,
Finland, Denmark, Romania, the Czech Republic and Greece are not far behind (see graph).

Martin Dermine, executive director of PAN Europe says: “A derogation should be an exception, only to
be used on special occasions under unforeseen circumstances. Reality is quite different. This widespread
abuse makes the EU pesticide legislation as leaky as a sieve.”

The pesticide industry itself is the main applicant for derogations. Many Member States simply give in.
However, a different approach is possible. Bulgaria, Luxembourg and Malta did not authorise any
derogation for these very toxic substances.

The pesticide industry is the main benefactor of the derogations system. Many Member States simply
give in. However, a different approach is possible. Bulgaria, Luxembourg and Malta did not authorise any
derogation for these very toxic substances.

Neonicotinoid pesticides account for almost half of the authorisation. They pose a high risk for bees and
other beneficial insects and are known for massive losses of bee colonies. Another category of pesticides
is not used to prevent or control any pest at all, but to ‘desiccate’ cereals for the harvest.

Martin Dermine says: “The EU law says non-chemical methods should come before the use of synthetic
pesticides. Derogations can only exceptionally be granted in emergency situations after it is previously
proven that Integrated Pest Management, biocontrol and less toxic pesticides cannot do the job.”

Natalija Svrtan added: “This report discloses the hypocrisy of Member States who agree to ban pesticides
at EU level but then give derogations and expose their population and the environment to highly toxic
chemicals.”

EU Citizens are worried about the use of pesticides, as is clearly shown in the Eurobarometer. And in the
European Citizens Initiative Save Bees and Farmers 1,1 million EU citizens demand a drastic pesticide
reduction and pesticide-free agriculture by 2035.
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Contact PAN Europe, Natalija Svrtan, +32 2 318 62 55, natalija@pan-europe.info

Tjerk Dalhuisen, +31 614 699 126, tierk@pan-europe.info

Number of derogations granted per Member State (2019 - 2022)

Austria 20
Finland 18
Denmark 17
Romania 16
Czech Republic 15
Greece 15
Italy 14
Belgium 13
Poland 13
Spain 13
Lithuania 12
Latvia 10
Germany 9
Portugal 9
Slovakia 7
Cyprus 6
Hungary 5
Netherlands 5
Croatia 4
Estonia 4
France 4
Ireland 3
Slovenia 3
Sweden 1
Bulgaria ]
Luxembourg 0
Malta 0
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Graph 1: The number of derogations granted from 2019 to 2022 for the 24 active substances in our review

Active substance

Toxicity - reason for banning

1,3-Dichloropropene

Potential concerns for groundwater, non-target arthropods (including bees), birds and mammals, and soil
organisms. Potential to act as endocrine disruptor.

Asulam sodium

Risk for consumers, risk to birds and non-targeted terrestrial plants. Acute risk to wild mammals.

Chlorothalonil

Poses the high risk to amphibians and fish. Causes contamination of groundwater by its metabolites. Identi-
fied risk for bees. A genotoxicity risk for consumers.

Chlorpyrifos Genotoxicity and developmental neurotoxicity. Potentially toxic for reproduction.

Chlorpyrifos-methyl | Development and adverse neurodevelopmental outcomes in children. Potentially toxic for reproduction.

Clothianidin High acute risks for honeybees, solitary bees and bumblebees.

Diquat Identified high risk to workers, bystanders and residents; high risk to birds.

Imidacloprid High acute risks for bees.

Linuron Toxic for reproduction, category 1B and carcinogen, category 2. Poses high risk for children if exposure
occures, and for workers operating handheld sprayers, even with the use of the protective equipment. A high
risk to birds and wild mammals, non-target arthropods and non-target soil macro-organisms is identified.

Mancozeb Toxic for reproduction, category 1B. Endocrine-disrupting properties for humans and non-target organisms.

Streptomycin

The approvals of antibiotics for non-medical purposes in agriculture exacerbate the problem of antibiotic
resistance.

Thiacloprid Toxic for reproduction, category 1B and carcinogen, category 2. Metabolites of thiacloprid hold carcinogenic
properties and contaminate groundwater.

Thiamethoxam High acute risks for honeybees, solitary bees and bumblebees.

Thiram High acute risk to consumers and to workers applying the thiram. Water treatment processes of thiram-con-

taining surface and groundwater result with toxic metabolites. High risk to birds and mammals. High risk to
aquatic organisms from exposure to metabolites. Endocrine-disrupting properties.
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Table 1: 14 banned pesticides still widely used in many EU countries

Pesticide Action Network (PAN Europe) is a network of NGOs working to reduce the use of hazardous pesticides
and have them replaced with ecologically sound alternatives. We work to eliminate dependency on chemical
pesticides and to support safe sustainable pest control methods. Our network brings together over 45 consumer,
public health and environmental organisations and women’s groups from across Europe.
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