CITIZENS FOR SCIENCE IN PESTICIDE REGULATION

A European Coalition

Brussels, 23-11-2018

Concerning: Action needed to ensure a higher level of protection from pesticides in Europe

Dear Permanent Representation to the EU,

We, the members of the European coalition “Citizens for Science in Pesticide Regulation”! -consisting of
more than 120 environmental, health, trade union, consumer protection, scientific and medical
organisations and institutions, as well as concerned individuals- call on you to take action to urgently
reform the current procedure of pesticide authorization and protect citizens and the environment against
all potential harm caused by the use of pesticides in the production of our food and management of public
(or private) areas.

The purpose of the European pesticide regulation (EC) 1107/2009 is to ensure a “high level of protection
of human and animal health, and the environment” and is underpinned by the precautionary principle.
However, the law is not implemented correctly in practice.

Major conflicts of interest exist in the pesticides regulatory system. The Monsanto Papers - internal
Monsanto documents recently disclosed in cancer litigation in the USA - show how industry can actively
subvert science?. Academic scientific literature is repeatedly dismissed during risk assessment® and recent
independent scientific reviews demonstrate that industry fails to report all the adverse effects found in
the industry-sponsored toxicity studies giving the false impression that a specific pesticide is safe*”. It is
clear that industry must be kept at arm’s length from safety testing, risk assessment and risk management.

Studies keep revealing an abnormally high rate of diseases in farming families and residents in agricultural
areas® as well as high levels of pesticide residues detected in food’. Further, the bad state of the
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environment®® and the decline of biodiversity and wildlife in proximity to agricultural areas are more and

more documented®!!, Evidently, the current pesticide risk assessment and management system is failing
us and pesticides that cause harm to humans, animals and the environment are erroneously authorized
for use. A reform of the current system is urgent and a better implementation of the precautionary
principle is necessary.

Ahead of the urgent need for major improvement of the system, we invite you to read and take follow
up action on our manifesto “Rigorous science, safe food, and a healthy environment” and demand the
implementation of the 15 practical solutions we provide to the major failing of the current risk
assessment and risk management system.

Our request comes at a crucial moment: the European Commission has presented a proposal to increase
transparency in the European food law, the European Parliament has set a special Committee (PEST) to
investigate the European Union’s authorisation procedure for pesticides and will present its
recommendations this year. Important decisions will be made on 27" of November and 6" of December
and we ask for your reaction to strengthen the level of protections from harm caused by pesticides.
Furthermore, the European Commission is reviewing pesticide legislations as part of its REFIT
programme. This is a major window of opportunity to strongly improve the system both at EU- and
national-levels and we therefore ask for your support.

Your actions now will help to strengthen the implementation of the EU rules that aim to ensure a high
level of protection from pesticides in Europe.

From beforehand, thank you for your kind attention.

Kind regards,
The steering group of Citizens for Science in Pesticide Regulation, on the behalf of the coalition
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