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Pesticide Action Week 2016
Launched in 2006 by the French Organisation Générations Futures and ACAP - a group of 170 organi-
zations Citizen Action for Alternative to Pesticides - Pesticide Action Week has been a powerful force 
for awareness-raising and action. 2016 marked the 11th annual edition of Pesticide Action Week. Held 
March 20th-30th, 2016, (10 full days!), this Pesticide Action Week was the largest ever, including: 

over 1000 events
over 60 PArticiPAting

orgAnisAtions
17 PArticiPAting countries

400 field Workers
big Announcements!

Here is what happened at PAN Europe and among some of our National Members

https://twitter.com/EuropePAN
https://www.facebook.com/PAN-Europe-Pesticide-Action-Network-317276691687544/
https://www.instagram.com/pan.europe/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/PANEuropeinfo
https://www.youtube.com/user/PANEuropeinfo
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AdAliA:  
sPringtime Without Pesticides

With the inspiration of the Minister of Environment of Wallonie, PAN Europe 
members, Adalia, launched a full Springtime without Pesticides!

From 20 March to 20 June, Adalia held many events highlighting the relationship between pesti-
cides and health. Adalia received the support of local communes, associations, and citizens who 
organized 228 activities over a period of 3 months. 

The extended time period allowed Adalia to promote many more activities and to take advantage 
of better weather. 

Here is an example of some of the activities that were organised:

WorkshoP the creAtion of ecologicAl  
cleAning Products 

visit gArdens oPen to the nAturAl World

oPen house A 100% nAturAl vegetAble gArden

conference & concert seeds of mischief”

conference the nAturAl gArden  
AN AltErNAtivE to PESticidES!”

film screening And debAte 
insecticide, mon Amour”

oPen house At the orgAnic fArm  
of stee in the commune of brAbAnt

 
In addition, Adalia distributed information packets “How to Garden without Pesticides.” They gave 
out 2620 copies to many enthusiastic people. 

Their photo competition, “Pretty and Native,” was very successful with much public participation. 
The 185 photos of native plants received a total of 3620 votes from the public. The photos are avail-
able on the following website: http://concours.printempssanspesticides.be

҉

http://concours.printempssanspesticides.be
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PAn euroPe
PAN Europe kicked off Pesticide Action Week by releasing our much anticipated guide for towns to 
become pesticide-free. The guide titled Stories and Principles on Pesticide Free Towns examines 
the effort to become pesticide-free in towns across Europe and highlights pertinent examples of 
successes and challenges in this effort. 

Available in English, French, Dutch, and German, this guide contains inspirational interviews and 
quotes, links to resources, descriptions of campaigns, explorations of challenges, innovative ideas, 
and approaches at answering difficult questions such as “What are the best environmentally-friend-
ly techniques for maintaining sports grounds?” among other helpful resources.

in addition to releasing this guide, PAN Europe released:

An overvieW of PresentAtions mAde in our conference 
from 8 June 2015 already online

A mAP of Pesticide free toWns in belgium

A euroPeAn mAP highlighting Pioneers And lesson  
leArnt from some of the toWns Who hAve been  

Pesticide free for decAdes

An overvieW of Policy Action Across  
euroPe already online

҉

PAn uk
PAN UK held a film screening of Unacceptable Levels, a film by Ed Brown, with a discussion after-
wards. PAN UK also made the announcement of the creation of the Hackney Pesticide Free cam-
paign to coincide with Pesticide Action Week. So far the campaign has a petition with nearly 3,000 
signatures, and the support of fashion designer Katharine Hamnett CBE .

In addition, the Brighton Council voted to go pesticide-free after a successful campaign by PAN UK 
and residents. 

҉

http://www.pesticide-free-towns.info/stories-principles
http://www.unacceptablelevels.com/
http://www.pan-uk.org/files/pesticide_free_brighton_leaflet.pdf
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generAtions futures
Generations Futures continued to lead the charge of Pesticide Action Week by 

organizing many events across France, communicating to the media and general 
public, and by hosting a dedicated website: www.semaine-sans-pesticides.fr

҉

http://www.semaine-sans-pesticides.fr
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Quercus 
PAN Europe’s Portuguese Members, Quercus, were also very active for  

Pesticide Action Week. they took the following measures:

16th mArch
“Green Minute” broadcast* on the public Portuguese TV, exclusive about Pesticide Action Week 
http://www.rtp.pt/play/p55/e228199/minuto-verde

18th mArch
Press release about Pesticide Action Week, Glyphosate, and Farmers National Day;

20th mArch
Interview on the radio (Renascença Radio Channel)

26th mArch
Show taste of “bioshots” at a restaurant in Oeiras (Lisbon region) followed by a workshop on 
human health and nutrition

29th mArch
Talk on Pesticide Action Week and FoodVision picture exhibition (sustainable food as seen by 
European Citizens, an output of Supply Change project www.supplychainge.org, held at Agrarian 
School of Santarém.

Meanwhile, all week:

¶ Free registrations to the Workshop “Alternatives to pesticides at a horticultural garden”  
held the 9th april at Quercus, Lisbon

¶ Promoting Orange juice petition, related to pesticides  
http://supplychainge.org/a-campanha/sumo-de-laranja-justo/?L=pt

¶ Promoting Quercus campaign on Herbicides Free Towns http://www.quercus.pt/campanhas/
campanhas/autarquias-sem-glifosato/3947-mapa-de-autarquias-sem-glifosato

Also, in April, Quercus was participating, with other NGOs, on a program of urine analysis on Portu-
guese citizens and a long TV report on glyphosate. The TV report was broadcasted in May and the 
analysis results revealed to the public. Portuguese are contaminated 20 times more than Germans. 
The report had a big impact on the public.

҉

http://www.rtp.pt/play/p55/e228199/minuto-verde
http://www.supplychainge.org/
http://supplychainge.org/a-campanha/sumo-de-laranja-justo/?L=pt
http://www.quercus.pt/campanhas/campanhas/autarquias-sem-glifosato/3947-mapa-de-autarquias-sem-glifosato
http://www.quercus.pt/campanhas/campanhas/autarquias-sem-glifosato/3947-mapa-de-autarquias-sem-glifosato


PAn itAly
PAN italy held a number of discussions and community events to highlight the 

importance of a pesticide-free approach to agriculture. Some of these events were:

MArcHE, itAly
Which Approach to Sustainable Ag-
riculture can combine Health and 
income? ҉ A conference on the damage 
caused by industrial agriculture to the environ-
ment and human health, highlight the quality of 
food sources and comparing them to agriculture 
which respects the environment.

EMiliA-roMAGNA, itAly 
Why Eat organic? the Use of Pesti-
cides and their Effects on the Health 
of Humans and the Environment ҉ 
A discovery and discussion of diseases and the 
impacts of pesticides on users and bystanders. 
We are imposing irreparable harm to our children 
and to our children’s children. Studies were fea-
tured by Dr. Patrizia Gentilini (oncologist and he-
matologist) outlining the worrying situation that 
we as consumers can and must try to remedy. 
A discussion (with thanks to George Baracani, 
Vice President of CONAPI) revealing the envi-
ronmental consequences of damage to air and 
to bees. Andrea Cenacchi (Farmer of the Podere 
Santa Croce) discusses conventional agricul-
ture and why humans are using poisonous prod-
ucts for the environment and for themselves. An 
analysis of the history and people driving these 
developments, the relationship between the 
great wars and pesticides and synthetic fertiliz-
ers. Is there a model of sustainable agriculture 
that respects the environment, humans, and 
can feed the whole planet both qualitatively and 
quantitatively?

MArcHE, itAly
Agriculture: Health & Human land-
scapes ҉ Conference on the damage caused 
by industrial agriculture to the environment, hu-
man health and bees, compared to agriculture 
which respects the environment. A tasting of lo-
cal products, following the screening of a movie 
on bees, pesticides and agriculture (La Zappa 
sui Piedi - The Hoe on the Feet).

MArcHE, itAly
Bees in the Fields, dialogue betwe-
en Beekeeping & Agriculture in the 
Marche region ҉ Conference on the dam-
age caused by industrial agriculture to bees, 
beekeeping, and the environment. How agricul-
ture can help beekeepers and the conservation 
of biodiversity.

MArcHE, itAly
the deadly Garden ҉ Conference on the 
indiscriminate use of pesticides in the Aso Val-
ley: damage to health and the environment .... 
Mothers, farmers, grandparents, administrators 
discovering the poison in the garden.
 

cAMPANiA, itAly 
Environmental Protection & Health: 
the risks of herbicides, pesticides 
and GMos ҉ Conference on the damage 
caused by industrial agriculture to the environ-
ment, human health and bees.
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loMBArdiA, itAly
Honey is good and combats damage 
caused by pesticides ҉ CONAPI, in col-
laboration with Renata Alleva, demonstrates the 
benefits of honey polyphenols on health: at the 
center of the investigation, the study in vitro and 
in vivo the relationship between consumption of 
honey and contrast of damage induced by resi-
dential pesticide exposure.

MArcHE, itAly
Pesticides on the Plate. Health in 
the trash ҉ Conference on the indiscrimi-
nate use of pesticides in the agriculture: dam-
age to health and the environment.

MArcHE, itAly
Glyphosate on the Plate: Not a New 
Weight-loss Strategy ҉ Conference on 
the indiscriminate use of pesticides in the agri-
culture: damage to health and the environment.

ABrUzzo, itAly
Agriculture and Beekeeping: A com-
mon Path for a Sustainable Economy 
҉ Conference on the role of agriculture and 
beekeeping in the research of the future of pro-
ductive activities and environmental sustain-
ability.

SArdEGNA, itAly
Pesticides, Agriculture, Health and 
Environment ҉ Information session on 
the use of herbicides and pesticides in public 
areas and in agriculture, effects on the environ-
ment and to our health, the ongoing initiatives to 
counter this spreading of poisons and welcome 
more sustainable choices.

Look out for important issues of concern
We want to hear from you via our social media platforms

pan-europe.info / pesticide-free-towns.info
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http://www.pan-europe.info
http://www.pesticide-free-towns.info
https://twitter.com/EuropePAN
https://www.facebook.com/PAN-Europe-Pesticide-Action-Network-317276691687544/
https://www.instagram.com/pan.europe/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/PANEuropeinfo

