Citizens’ Demands
for Pesticide Reduction
in Europe

Citizens across Europe are alarmed by the dangers to their health, the

destruction of wildlife and nature, the decline of pollinators like bees, the

contamination of food, soil and water due to harmful chemicals. The broad

demand for pesticide reduction is shown in EU panels, barometers, opinion
‘ polls and official citizens initiatives.

‘ ‘ he pressure to reduce the use and risks of pesticides reflects broader societal concerns
about the future of agriculture in Europe. It is backed by mounting scientific evidence
showing the negative impacts of pesticides on environment, biodiversity and public
health. For both farmers and citizens, the heavy dependance on dangerous chemicals is

not sustainable, and undermines long-term food production.

Given the strong support for pesticide reduction, decision-makers can serve their voters by

‘ paying close attention to these calls for change as they shape the future of the EU’s food
system. Both family farms and the general public are served by a shift tosustainable and
resilient farming.

Conference on the Future of Europe

The Conference on the Future of Europe, launched in 2021, was an initiative aimed at engaging

¢ EUcitizens in shaping the future of the European Union. Among the various topics discussed,
environmental sustainability and particularly pesticide reduction, were significant areas of
concern. Participating citizens sent a clear message to the institutions:

]
‘ ‘ Stricter pesticide regulations: Citizens demanded significant reduction in pesticide
¢ ' _ ’ use, emphasising the need to safeguard public health and the environment, and
' f support farmers in their transitions toward sustainable and resilient farming systems.
(]

Promotion of organic farming: There was strong support for policies that encourage
organic farming and the reduction of chemical inputs in agriculture.

Financial penalties for environmental harm: citizens called for the introduction
of penalties based on the environmental impact of agricultural activities, such as
pesticides, ensuring that polluters pay for the damage caused.

Redirect subsidies: they also urged policy-makers to shift public subsidies toward
sustainable farming, ensuring that taxpayer money supports practices that protect
nature and farmers.






The path forward
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PAN Europe strives to eliminate hazardous pesticides in Europe,
and replace pesticides by ecologically sound alternatives.

;P\%ﬁcﬁde PAN Europe is an expertise-based organisation, relying on sci-
Network ence and engaging with national member and EU organisations,
Europe scientists, policy -makers, farmers and other stakeholders.

https://www.pan-europe.info

Friends of the Earth Europe campaigns for environmentally sus-
tainable and socially just societies, unites more than 30 national
organisations with thousands of local groups, and is part of the
world’s largest grassroots environmental network, Friends of the

Friends of Earth International.
the Earth

Europe www.friendsoftheearth.eu
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See the following statements signed by hundreds of scientists:

We need a food system transformation - In the face of the Russia-Ukraine war, now more than ever, March 2022

Scientists call for ambitious Sustainable Use of Pesticides Regulation, December 2022

Scientists support the EU’s Green Deal and reject the unjustified argumentation against the Sustainable Use Regulation and the Nature
Restoration Law, July 2023
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