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FREEDOM IN A COMMONS BRINGS FREEDOM IN A COMMONS BRINGS 
RUIN TO ALLRUIN TO ALL

<1960: No <1960: No limitationslimitations to to placingplacing chemicalschemicals ontoonto the the marketmarket
1962: 1962: ““SilentSilent SpringSpring””, Rachel , Rachel CarsonCarson
70/8070/80--es: Health es: Health aspectsaspects of of pesticidespesticides in in nationalnational lawslaws ((WHOWHO--
classesclasses))
80/9080/90--es: es: EnvironmentalEnvironmental aspectsaspects of of pesticidespesticides in in nationalnational lawslaws
((firstfirst examplesexamples of banning of of banning of pesticidespesticides))
9090--es: International es: International conventionsconventions ((FAOFAO--codecode, POP, PIC), POP, PIC)
1991: EU starts 1991: EU starts regulatingregulating pesticidespesticides ((DirectiveDirective 91/414)91/414)
2009: 2009: newnew EUEU--regulationregulation withwith clearclear approvalapproval criteria criteria forfor
pesticidespesticides; ; succesfullsuccesfull PAN lobby PAN lobby sincesince 20012001
2009: 2009: newnew EUEU--directivedirective aimingaiming at a at a transitiontransition in in agricultureagriculture to to 
IntegratedIntegrated productionproduction in 2014; in 2014; succesfullsuccesfull PAN PURE PAN PURE campaigncampaign
sincesince 2003.2003.



SIXTY YEARS OF ANARCHY SIXTY YEARS OF ANARCHY 

COMING TO AN END?COMING TO AN END?

In In principleprinciple, , yesyes, , butbut……
ImplementationImplementation processprocess willwill taketake a long timea long time
ChemicalChemical industryindustry (ECPA) out (ECPA) out therethere to to trytry to to delaydelay, , 
stop and stop and redefineredefine implementationimplementation ((likelike onon EDCEDC’’ss))
Mental frame of farmers Mental frame of farmers byby farfar notnot readyready forfor a a changechange
MarketMarket leaders (leaders (retailretail) ) takingtaking theirtheir ownown route to the route to the 
futurefuture..



WHERE WE ARE NOW (1):  WHERE WE ARE NOW (1):  
FULL DEPENDANCE ON CHEMICALS FULL DEPENDANCE ON CHEMICALS 

= EUROSTAT 2007 == EUROSTAT 2007 =



WHERE WE ARE NOW (2):  WHERE WE ARE NOW (2):  
RISKS PESTICIDES IN FOOD STILL HIGH RISKS PESTICIDES IN FOOD STILL HIGH 

= EFSA 2008== EFSA 2008=
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WHERE WE ARE NOW (3): WHERE WE ARE NOW (3): 
““IN CONTROLIN CONTROL””

SupplySupply chainchain realisingrealising uniform (high uniform (high 
demandsdemands onon cosmeticcosmetic appearancesappearances; low ; low 
demandsdemands onon nonnon--visiblevisible qualityquality aspectsaspects) ) 
productsproducts..
Chemical Chemical industryindustry pushingpushing veryvery hard hard forfor
GMGM--cropscrops and even more dependance and even more dependance 
of farmers.of farmers.
GovernmentsGovernments happy to let happy to let marketmarket do do 
selfself--controlcontrol
ScienceScience and and scientistsscientists more and more more and more 
underunder financialfinancial controlcontrol of of marketmarket
And And alsoalso: : ManyMany feelfeel unhappyunhappy to to bebe
subject to subject to controlcontrol, , likelike consumersconsumers and and 
farmers.farmers.



WHERE WE ARE HEADING  (1): WHERE WE ARE HEADING  (1): 
ALTERNATIVES  READILY AVAILABLE (IP)ALTERNATIVES  READILY AVAILABLE (IP)

The ICM ladder Example potatoes

Step 1: wide crop rotation

Step 2: mechanical weeding

Step 4: use decision-support

Step 3: resistant varieties

Step 7: use plant strenghteners



WHERE WE ARE HEADING  (2): IPM IN WHERE WE ARE HEADING  (2): IPM IN 
GLASSHOUSES TAKING THE LEAD GLASSHOUSES TAKING THE LEAD (Van (Van LenterenLenteren, 2006), 2006)
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WHERE WE ARE HEADING (3): WHERE WE ARE HEADING (3): 
A BATTLEFIELDA BATTLEFIELD

OurOur team:team:

ConcernedConcerned citizenscitizens: 42% : 42% thinkthink foodfood willwill damagedamage theirtheir healthhealth; ; 
63% 63% worriedworried aboutabout residuesresidues in in theirtheir foodfood
(=EU Barometer, DG SANCO, 2006=)(=EU Barometer, DG SANCO, 2006=)

NGONGO’’ss likelike PAN and HEAL & a PAN and HEAL & a greatgreat PANPAN--networknetwork
throughoutthroughout EuropeEurope
Expert Expert organisationorganisation likelike IOBCIOBC
Commercial Commercial alliesallies likelike IBMA and IFOAMIBMA and IFOAM
DG Environment & DG Environment & MinistriesMinistries of Environmentof Environment
Front runners (farmer Front runners (farmer groupsgroups, retailers), retailers)
SomeSome MEPMEP’’ss, , somesome EU EU MemberMember StatesStates



WHERE WE ARE HEADING (4): WHERE WE ARE HEADING (4): 
A BATTLEFIELDA BATTLEFIELD

The other team:

ECPA
The traditional “green” lobby, having still a big say in Agri
Committees and Agri structures
EFSA dominated by conservative “scientists”
Some MEP’s, some EU Member States
DG Agri? 



AND HERE THE AND HERE THE OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES::

CitizensCitizens and and consumersconsumers have have muchmuch more trust in more trust in NGONGO--
messagesmessages: 9% trusts retailers : 9% trusts retailers onon sustainabilitysustainability, 20% trusts , 20% trusts 
governmentsgovernments, 51% trusts , 51% trusts NGONGO’’ss, , = PWC, = PWC, EUEU--studystudy, 2009=., 2009=.

ConnectConnect to to citizenscitizens whowho dondon’’tt feelfeel part of the part of the supplysupply chainchain and and 
feelfeel notnot taken taken seriousserious (& want to (& want to bebe more in more in controlcontrol))
For the For the politicalpolitical arena: Link to issues arena: Link to issues thatthat matter more matter more herehere, , likelike
FoodFood ShortageShortage, , ClimateClimate ChangeChange and Health (Obesitas, and Health (Obesitas, CancerCancer, , 
ChildChild disorders)disorders)
For the For the marketmarket: Link to issues : Link to issues thatthat matter matter forfor the the supplysupply chainchain
likelike preventingpreventing healthhealth scandalsscandals, , healthhealth claims, and  claims, and  increasinglyincreasingly
sustainabilitysustainability; ; campaigncampaign onon transparencytransparency and and accountabilityaccountability
OnOn content: IP is content: IP is anan answeranswer forfor manymany problemsproblems (environment, (environment, 
healthhealth, , climateclimate changechange, , biodiversitybiodiversity))




