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EU Soil strategy for 2030 (2021)

The EU soil strategy sets out a framework and concrete measures                                    to 

protect and restore soils, and ensure sustainable use of soils

- Healthy soils by 2050

- No net land take, soil pollution reduced to levels                                                                       no 

longer considered harmful to human health or ecosystems by 2050

- Protecting soils, managing them sustainably and restoring degraded soils =                        

common standard by 2050

- Concrete actions by 2030

- Key deliverable of the EU biodiversity strategy for 2030 and Green Deal objectives

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/soil-and-land/soil-strategy_en#:~:text=Reaping%20the%20benefits%20of%20healthy,%2C%20food%2C%20nature%20and%20climate.&text=The%20EU%20soil%20strategy%20for,with%20concrete%20actions%20by%202030.


Mission: A Soil Deal for Europe (2021)

Goals: 

Leading the transition towards healthy soils by 2030 by:

- Funding an ambitious research and innovation programme 

- Network of 100 living labs and lighthouses to co-create knowledge, test 

solutions and demonstrate their value in real-life conditions

- Harmonised framework for soil monitoring in Europe

- Raising people’s awareness on the vital importance of soils

Horizon Europe research and innovation programme for the years 2021-2027

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/soil-deal-europe_en


Mission: A Soil Deal for Europe (2021)

Mission objectives: 

1. Reduce land degradation relating to desertification

2. Conserve and increase soil organic carbon stocks

3. No net soil sealing and increase the reuse of urban soils

4. Reduce soil pollution and enhance restoration

5. Prevent erosion

6. Improve soil structure to enhance habitat quality for soil biota and crops

7. Reduce the EU global footprint on soils

8. Increase soil literacy in society across Member States

→ Reduce soil pollution and enhance restoration: 

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/soil-deal-europe_en


Mission: A Soil Deal for Europe (2021)

Mission targets releated to Mission objective 4: Reduce soil pollution 

and enhance restoration, in line with EU and global commitments: 

T 4.1: reduce the overall use and risk of chemical pesticides by 50% and the use of more hazardous 

pesticides by 50% 

T 4.2 reducing fertilizer use by at least 20% 

T 4.3: reduce nutrient losses by at least 50% 

T 4.4: 25% of land under organic farming 

T 4.5: Reduce microplastics released to soils to meet 30% target of zero pollution action plan 

T.4.6 Halt and reduce secondary Salinization 

All to be achieved by 2030 to contribute to meeting the target by 2050 that soil pollution is reduced to 

levels no longer considered harmful to health and natural ecosystems. 

In line with the Biodiversity strategy, the Farm to Fork Strategy and the Zero Pollution Action plan.

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/soil-deal-europe_en


Soils For Europe SOLO project (Horizon Europe)

2022 - 2027

11 EU member states, 17 partner organisations 



Objectives SOLO

- Identifying current knowledge gaps, drivers, 

bottlenecks and novel research and innovation 

approaches to be considered in the European Soil 

Mission research and innovation roadmap 

- Create a knowledge hub for soil health research 

and innovation that will last beyond the project’s 

lifespan (strategic partnerships and participatory 

process)

→ 10 Think Tanks 

→ Linked to Mission objectives +

    Nature conservation of soil biodiversity



Think Tanks SOLO

Think Tank on Soil Pollution and Restoration:

Leaders:

The institute of Advanced Studies Kőszeg (iASK)

Pesticide Action Network Europe (PAN Europe)

The Think Tank gathers stakeholders from various 

backgrounds (science, policy, practice, industry, civil 

society, …)



Think Tank on Soil Pollution and Restoration:



Think Tank on Soil Pollution and Restoration:

First phase:

- Establishing network of stakeholders (23)

- Identification of Knowledge gaps on 

Soil Pollution and Restoration 



Think Tank on Soil Pollution and Restoration:

Next phase: development of a Roadmap, along a timeline (short term Year 1-5, 

middle term Year 6-10, long term Years 10-20): identifying:

- Todays and future soil-related research activities in the EU including

→ Novel technological developments,

→ Societal, economic and cultural options that foster the implementation of the TT relevant Soil Mission 

objective

- Major bottlenecks and risks which might hinder the impact of Mission research and innovation activities 

(social, environmental, economic, legal, …)



Think Tank on Soil Pollution and Restoration:

Currently: 

→ Processing feedback of reviewers on Scoping document

Identifying knowledge gaps

→ 2nd round of review beginning of May, afterwards public review



Soils For Europe SOLO project

Would you like to get involved in the SOLO project, e.g. as a reviewer,

joining a think tank, receiving regular updates, …? 

Website SOLO project: https://soils4europe.eu/

Feel free to contact:

For information on theThink Tank on Soil Pollution and Restoration

kristine@pan-europe.info 

petra.stankovics@iask.hu

gergely.toth@iask.hu

For information on the other Think Tanks/Overall SOLO project

Cristina Yacoub Lopez: cyacoub@leitat.org

Sahsil Enríquez: sjenriquez@leitat.org 

mailto:kristine@pan-europe.info
mailto:petra.stankovics@iask.hu
mailto:gergely.toth@iask.hu
mailto:cyacoub@leitat.org
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