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Knowns and unknowns
• The total amount of hazardous chemicals subject to PIC exported in 

2020 has increased to 667 000 tonnes. Ethylene dichloride has 
remained the most exported chemical. (ECHA 2020)

• All chemicals subject to PIC are either banned or severely restricted in 
the UE in order to protect human health or the environment. 

• But hazardous chemicals subject to PIC include four categories of 
chemicals: Industrial chemicals for professional use; Industrial 
chemicals for consumer use; Pesticides used as plant protection 
products; Pesticides used as biocides.

• Problem: most chemicals have multiple uses. And a chemical might be 
banned or restricted in one use category, but not in another one (eg
permethrin is banned as PPP but approved as biocide)

• The figure published by ECHA includes a large share of chemicals that 
are banned or severely restricted in one category but exported for a 
use that is still allowed in the EU. 
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Confidential commercial information
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2018 exports of banned pesticides
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2018 exports of banned pesticides
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Exports increase mechanically
• Every year new pesticides are banned in the EU and become subject

to the PIC regulation. This means that the volumes of banned
pesticides exported increase mechanically every year.

• In 2018: 41 pesticides banned in the category of PPP exported for use 
as PPP, volume = 81’000 tonnes

• In 2019:  9 new pesticides banned in the category of PPP exported for 
use as PPP, including picoxystrobin and fipronil,  + 8’000 tonnes

• 2020: 19 new pesticides banned in the category of PPP added to PIC, 
including the neonicotinoids (imidacloprid, thiamethoxam, and 
clothianidin)

• 2022: 18 new pesticides banned in the category of PPP added to PIC, 
including chlorpyrifos and mancozeb

• Currently: 207 banned pesticides subject to PIC
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2020 exports of banned neonics
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2020 exports of banned neonics
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Exports of industrial chemicals
• 59 industrial are currently subject to PIC, 21 were exported in 2020

• Most are prohibited for consumer use but allowed for professional
use. We don’t know if they were exported for professional or 
consumer use.

• Need to access the export notifications but +4’000 export 
notifications for 2020

• But one example of an industrial chemical that is fully banned in the 
EU (all uses) and nevertheless exported: nonylphenol ethoxylate

• According to EC, this substance has endocrine disrupting properties 
for which there is scientific evidence of probable serious effects to the 
environment

• 539 tonnes were exported from the EU in 2020 (ECHA 2020)

• The EU also exports cancer-causing car cadmium batteries that are 
prohibited in its jurisdiction.

14. Dezember 20229



Thank you

Laurent.gaberell@publiceye.ch
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