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Pesticide -free sensitive areas: Spreading pesticides to sensitive areas ξconsequences & protective measures

European Parliament (EP) & Online

26 October 2022

ψDrinking water supply - can best practices show a way to protect drinking water

or do we need the SUR banning chemical pesticides in sensitive areasΨς

Wolfgang Deinlein ,

IAWR Managing Director , ERM Coalition of European Drinking Water Suppliers
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https://en.iawr.org/
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Á ERM Coalition: 170 drinking water suppliers

Á Goal: Protectionof

drinkingwater resources

ƴ River basins: Rhine, Danube, Elbe, 

Meuse, Scheldt

ƴ 188m in river basins

ƴ In 18 States (13 EU Member States)

ƴ 2022 Europ. Groundwater Memor.
̿

ERM Coalition ξCoalition of the European River Memorandum (ERM)

Brussels

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12413-Pesticides-sustainable-use-updated-EU-rules-/F3325104_en
https://en.iawr.org/publication/memorandum/


3

Pesticide -free sensitive areas: Spreading pesticides to sensitive areas ξconsequences & protective measures
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1) New situation: insufficient protection of drinking water supply

2) Best practices of chemical pesticide-free areas

3) Consequences and requirements regarding SUR proposal
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WFD(2000), Art. 7.3: ñMember States shallensurethenecessaryprotectionforthebodiesofwateridentifiedwith

theaimofavoidingdeteriorationin theirqualityin ordertoreducethelevelofpurificationtreatmentrequiredin theproductionof

drinkingwater.ñ

ĂUnion policyon theenvironmentshallaimat a high levelofprotectiontakingintoaccountthediversityofsituationsin thevariousregionsoftheUnion. Itshallbe

basedon theprecautionaryprincipleand on theprinciplesthatpreventiveactionshouldbetaken, that

environmental damageshouldasa priorityberectifiedat source andthatthepollutershouldpay.ñ           

(EU Primary law, TFEU, Art. 191.2 & WFD)

EPĂregrets the fact that the deterioration of water resources has increasingly led to additional treatment by 

drinking water operators in order to ensure that water intended for human consumption complies with the 

pesticides limitsas enshrined in Council Directive 98/83/EC on the quality of water intended for human 

consumption, with the costs being borne by consumers, not polluters;ñ (EP resolutionof 12/02/2019) 

+ EP F2F Resolution of 20 October 2021ĄEPó yes to binding reduction targets
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1) New situation: insufficient protection of drinking water supply

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32000L0060
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=LEGISSUM:l14530
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:12008E191:EN:HTML
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0082_EN.html?redirect
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0425_EN.html
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αBy assessing the non-relevant Metabolites monitoring data available, 

the {WFD CIS} Working Group Groundwater stated that there is 

enough evidence of a European wide presence of non-relevant Metabolites in groundwater.ά

όǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊ ²ŀǘŎƘ [ƛǎǘέ DǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²C5 /L{ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлнмύ

Analytical + monitoring gap, due to intrancparency in pesticide application (Ą disaggregated SUR register) 

Limitation of treatment processes to remove persistent and mobile metabolites in practice (PMT/vPvM)
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1) New situation: insufficient protection of drinking water supply

UBA/German Environmental 

Agency, 27/07/2022

New gaps in authorization,

esp. due to lost lawsuits DE

Insufficient protection from

hazardous pesticides in MS

Conventional ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩǎ

άCodesof Good Practiceά

are insufficient and put 

drinking water at risk.
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https:// www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/topics/pesticide-authorisations-put-our-ground
https:// www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/topics/pesticide-authorisations-undermine-environmental
DE: https://www.bauernstimme.de/news/details/wider-besseres-wissen

https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/topics/pesticide-authorisations-put-our-ground
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/topics/pesticide-authorisations-undermine-environmental
https://www.bauernstimme.de/news/details/wider-besseres-wissen
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2) Best practices of chemical pesticide-free areas: Leipzig
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2) Best practices of chemical pesticide-free areas: Leipzig

https://files.l.de/lde-typo3/Leipziger/Gruppe/Das_sind_wir/Wassergut_Canitz_GmbH/Zertifikate/WassergutCanitz-Bioland-Zertifikat_EG-DE-
SN-006-14835-AD-ABCERT-September-22.pdf

Kommunale Wasserwerke Leipzig GmbH (KWL) (AWE):

1992: Own organic farm ĂWaterworks Canitz GmbHñ

in centre of water protection area (800 hectare): 

Organic farming is free of chemically synthesized pesticides.

ĂBiolandñ (higher organic certification)

VLand belongs to waterworks (KWL), formerly to Stadt Leipzig

ú No funding / compensation needed (e.g. by KWL)

�Ê Waterworks Canitz (water permit: 16,4m m3/a):

Vsimple purification enough.


