
 

 

 

Brussels, 10/11/2022 

 

 

To: Members of the Appeal Committee 

 

 

Subject: Calling upon Member States to oppose the European Commission’s 

proposal extension of the approval period of the active substance glyphosate  

 

 

Dear Members of the Appeal Committee, 

 

On the 14th of October, ScoPAFF did not give a green light to the one-year prolongation of 

Glyphosate. However, the EU Commission proposed its prolongation (COMMISSION 

IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) …/... of XXX amending Implementing Regulation (EU) 

No 540/2011 as regards the extension of the approval period of the active substance 

glyphosate). Glyphosate is currently approved in the EU until 15 December 2022 and earlier 

this year EFSA announced the postponement of its conclusions on glyphosate by one year. 

The EU Commission appealed and the Appeal Committee convened for a possible vote on 

the 15th of November 2022. 

 

Since there is enough scientific evidence regarding the unacceptable risk of glyphosate use 

to human health and the environment, based on the precautionary principle according to EC 

Regulation 1107/20091 Commission and the Member States should ban glyphosate right 

away. 

 

Bellow, you may find some examples of scientific information justifying the need for the 

immediate ban of glyphosate as an active substance: 

- Glyphosate has been classified by the International Agency for the Research on Cancer 

(IARC) as “probably carcinogenic to humans” (Group 2A) in March 2015. Further studies 

since supported the cancer risk (Portier, 2020). Health and Environment Alliance Analysis 

revealed clear and statistically significant tumours in 10 out of 11 animal studies. 

- A 2022 review of industry studies on the DNA-damaging effects of glyphosate by scientists 

at the Vienna Cancer Research Institute concluded that only two of 35 reviewed industry 

studies can be considered "reliable", 15 others only as "partly reliable" and 18 of these 

studies had to be classified as “not reliable”, due to substantial deviations from applicable 

test guidelines. 

 
1 Provisions of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009: 
-Article 1(3): the purpose of the regulation is to ensure a high level of protection of both human health and animal health and the 

environment. 

-Article 1(4): 1107 is underpinned by the precautionary principle (where there is scientific uncertainty as to the risks with regard 

to human or animal health or the environment). 

-Article 4(1): an active substance cannot be authorised if it is had a harmful effect on human health or an unacceptable effect on 

the environment (non-target species incl arthropods, amphibians etc. (see 283/2013), soil, water, air, ecosystems). 

/ Combined with the specific provisions of Annex II covered the criteria concerned (for Carcinogenicity 1A & B it is point 3.6.3.; 

bees it's 3.8.3 & 3.10 for metabolites). 

-Independent literature has to be included in the dossier: Article 8(5)/substances are assessed in the light of scientific and 

technical knowledge (article 4), peer-reviewed literature should be considered (see point 3.6.3 for instance). 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/temporary-extension-of-eu-glyphosate-approval-hits-roadblock/
https://food.ec.europa.eu/plants/pesticides/approval-active-substances/renewal-approval/glyphosate_en
https://ehjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12940-020-00574-1
https://www.env-health.org/revealed-eu-glyphosate-assessment-was-based-on-flawed-science/


 

 

 

- A recent review underlines the neurotoxic properties of glyphosate and scientist pointed 

out that even dismissed industry papers showed neurotoxicity concerns many years 

before. 

- Several other studies2 proved that glyphosate and glyphosate-based herbicides damage 

aquatic species in environmentally relevant concentrations. 

 

As glyphosate or pesticides containing glyphosate cannot fulfil the safety requirements 

laid down in Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009, allowing its continued approval would go 

against the precautionary principle and Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009. Therefore, we 

call on you to reject the EU Commission's proposal to extend the approval period for 

glyphosate as an active substance.  

 

We remain at your disposal to exchange in more detail. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

 

 

Gergely Simon 

Senior Chemicals Officer, PAN Europe 

+36 20 3344336, gergely@pan-europe.info 

Martin Dermine 

Executive Director, PAN Europe 

+32 2 318 62 55, martin@pan-europe.info 

 

 
2 Fish: Webster, Santos 2015, Fiorino 2018, Zhang 2021, Armiliato Et. Al., 2014, Terrazas-Salgado et al, 2022; Crustacea: 
Cuhra et al. 2012; Canosa et. al, 2018; Amphibians: Bach, 2018, Bach, 2016, Meza-Joya, 2013, Navarro-Martín, 2014  

https://www.mdpi.com/1422-0067/23/9/4605
https://ehjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12940-022-00891-7
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/271648808_Global_transcriptomic_profiling_demonstrates_induction_of_oxidative_stress_and_of_compensatory_cellular_stress_responses_in_brown_trout_exposed_to_glyphosate_and_Roundup
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/322321008_Effects_of_glyphosate_on_early_life_stages_comparison_between_Cyprinus_carpio_and_Danio_rerio
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0147651321009660
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15287394.2014.880393
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03601234.2022.2115780
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs10646-012-1021-1.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11356-017-0581-2
https://www.academia.edu/37040774/Effects_of_glyphosate_and_its_commercial_formulation_Roundup_Ultramax_on_liver_histology_of_tadpoles_of_the_neotropical_frog_Leptodactylus_latrans_amphibia_Anura?email_work_card=view-paper
https://www.academia.edu/30997980/Effects_on_growth_development_and_abnormalities_induced_by_a_glyphosate_commercial_formulation_and_its_active_ingredient_on_two_developmental_stages_of_the_South_American_common_frog_Leptodactylus_latrans?email_work_card=title
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/em.21775
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24878356/

