
Brussels, 20 November 2023

Subject: Call upon Members of the European Parliament to support a Strong SUR at
Plenary Vote, for the future of our farmers, citizens and biodiversity

Dear Members of the European Parliament,

We write to you in view of the plenary vote on the proposal for a Regulation on the
Sustainable Use of Pesticides (SUR), on 22nd of November. The SUR is of very broad public
interest, and can have far-reaching impacts on the well-being and welfare of current and
future generations. Sustainable farming practices and a healthy environment are the
essential foundation of a prosperous future for EU citizens, ecosystems and
agricultural areas.

An effective SUR is needed to tackle the shortcomings of the current Sustainable Use of
Pesticides Directive (SUD). Despite the urgent challenges and demands of citizens and
scientists, the SUR has faced major opposition and watering down through pressure from the
agro-chemical industry. It is essential that your votes reflect science and the public
interest, and that the provisions of the SUR proposal are not further watered down.
Therefore we respectfully ask you to:

- Support the compromise amendments put forward by the European Parliament's
Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)

- Support the precautionary principle (Amendments 2, 63 and 263)

- Support amendments 454 and 455, to ensure that also the retail sector, which has an
important position in the food chain, takes responsibility in reducing pesticides. It is key
that meaningful engagements are established between the retail sector and farmers, to
swiften the transition towards sustainable food production practices.

- Support amendments 456-458 on the importance of promotion of practices based on
the principles of agroecology and other practices focusing on more sustainable
and effectively resilient production systems, on the use of resistant or tolerant
cultivars and high quality, not genetically modified organisms, or certified seed and
planting material, and enforcement of measures to ensure that the volume and width
of watercourses and channels are not reduced as a result of this Regulation.

- Support amendment 302 on monitoring of PPP residues and their metabolites in the
environment and in humans.

- Support amendments 376, 377 and 378 on Trade and cooperation with third
countries (import, export, dialogue)
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- Not support amendment 395, as this amendment would delete the option of using funds
of the Common Agricultural Policy to during a transition period support farmers in
implementing requirements of the SUR. CAP funds comprise about one third of the EU
budget, and should be above all used to support public goods such as ecosystem
services, by changing to sustainable practices.

- Support amendment 660 on Transparency requirements for manufacturers of plant
protection products.

- To not support amendments 429-453, 459-659 and 661-681, 684-687. .

A large and growing body of scientific research underlines the harmful effects of pesticides
on the health of citizens and biodiversity. The large group of pesticides which were
authorised and later banned show that legislation has not been able to protect citizens and
the environment from harmful pesticides.

Farmers, children and women are at particular risk, but all citizens are vulnerable. We are not
only exposed to pesticides through food; exposure through skin and inhalation is prevalent
(Annex 1). Scientists acknowledge these impacts are greatly underestimated, as also
cumulative effects and the synergistic effects of pesticide cocktails and the interaction with
other environmental polluters are largely overlooked in risk assessment. Recently published
research of the EU Sprint Project shows that pesticide residues are pervasive in both
agricultural environments and residential settings. 86% of samples contained pesticides
residues, while 76% contained mixtures of pesticides. In total, 197 different pesticides
were found in the dust of houses.

The collapse of biodiversity1,2,3as well as the high level of pesticide pollution in water
bodies and other ecosystems, are of great concern. Healthy ecosystems and the
services they deliver are a prerequisite for human well-being, resilient food production
systems and a healthy economy.

Successful examples of farmers applying IPM, in diverse cropping systems across
Europe, show that the EU has the know-how to carry out the needed system change towards
sustainable practices.

The costs of not tackling health impacts and environmental degradation, far outweigh
any predicted costs related to pesticide reductions4.

Citizens have repeatedly sent you a clear message: they don’t want you to gamble with
their health and the environment, when it comes to pesticides, as shown by a recent poll. The
results of this poll confirm the demands and concerns that citizens have expressed before,
such as in the Conference for the Future of Europe, through multiple Eurobarometer surveys,
public consultations and 2 European Citizens Initiatives (ECI’s) (Annex 2).

Scientists confirm citizens’ concerns: Recently, 6000 scientists have again expressed
their support for the EU’s Green Deal, and rejected the arguments against the Sustainable
Use of Pesticides Regulation and the Nature Restoration Law. (Annex 2).

4 UBA, 2022. Towards sustainable plant protection. Alliot et al., 2022. The social costs of pesticide use in France. Basic, 2021. Pesticides. A model
that’s costing us dearly.

3 Rigal et al., 2023. Farmland practices are driving bird population decline across Europe
2 Brühl et al., 2021. Direct pesticide exposure of insects in nature conservation areas in Germany
1 Hallmann et al., 2017. More than 75 percent decline over 27 years in total flying insect biomass in protected areas
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https://sprint-h2020.eu/index.php/news/media/188-new-research-reveals-pesticide-mixtures-widespread-in-environment-urging-enhanced-regulatory-measures
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/how-pesticides-impact-human-health/#:~:text=In%202020%2C%20one%20or%20more,drives%20biodiversity%20loss%20in%20Europe.
https://www.pan-europe.info/resources/reports/2023/10/pesticides-play-it-safe
https://zenodo.org/records/8128624
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/sites/default/files/medien/1410/publikationen/2022-10-17_towards_sustainable_plant_protection_sciop_sur_en.pdf
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fsufs.2022.1027583/full
https://lebasic.com/en/pesticides-a-model-thats-costing-us-dearly/#:~:text=On%20a%20European%20scale%2C%20the,0.9%20billion%20that%20same%20year).
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2216573120
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-03366-w
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0185809
http://www.pan-europe.info


Given all of the above, we respectfully though urgently ask you to support an
ambitious SUR, to engage in science-based decision-making, and to fulfil your duty to
represent the public interest of current and future generations.

Your Sincerely,

Kristine De Schamphelaere, PAN Europe

Natalija Svrtan, PAN Europe

Annex 1

Farmers, farmworkers and inhabitants of agricultural areas are at particular risk of adverse
health impacts by pesticides5,6, with data showing higher concentrations of pesticides in their
blood and increased genotoxicity. Pesticides are shown to drift over far distances, up to
several kms. Links have been shown between pesticide exposure and many illnesses, such
as forms of cancers (e.g. Non-Hodgkin lymphoma, multiple myeloma, skin melanoma,
ovarian, breast, brain, lip and prostate cancers) and neurodegenerative disorders
(Parkinson's disease, Alzheimer's disease). Particularly vulnerable are also women and
children, with pesticide exposure related to disturbances of the reproductive system7,8, fertility
disorders as well as neurodevelopmental alterations in newborns. Even low levels of
pesticide exposure can interfere with the neurological and behavioural development of
children (neonatal reflexes, psychomotor and mental development and attention-deficit
hyperactivity disorder).

Annex 2

In the EU public consultation on the Common Agricultural Policy in 2017 respondents
showed a concern for environmental challenges, such as the prevention of biodiversity loss
and prevention and reduction of water pollution (pesticides, fertilizers). Also in 2017, more
than 1 million citizens asked the European Commission and the Member States, through a
successful ECI, for a ban on glyphosate. The final report of the Conference for the Future of
Europe (2022) included the need to drastically reduce pesticide use. The 2022.
Eurobarometer survey on Food safety in the EU listed pesticide residues in food as the most
frequently selected concern related to food safety. In 2022, more than 1 million citizens
raised their voice again, through the ECI ‘Save Bees and Farmers’, for phasing out 80% of
pesticides by 2030 and 100% by 2035. Of the 9 successful ECI’s that have been submitted to
the European Commission, 2 were focused on pesticides. Civil Society organizations also
gathered important demands for a strong SUR in a Joint Statement.

8 Farr et al, 2004. Pesticide use and menstrual cycle characteristics among premenopausal women in the Agricultural Health Study,
7 Bretveld et al., 2006. Pesticide exposure: the hormonal function of the female reproductive system disrupted?
6 Dereumeaux et al., 2020. Pesticide exposures for residents living close to agricultural lands: A review
5 Figueiredo et al., 2019. Spatio-temporal variation of outdoor and indoor pesticide air concentrations in homes near agricultural fields
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30003277/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969722059137?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1877782117300929?via%3Dihub
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ijc.23589
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1023/B:CACO.0000036169.90864.e2
https://academic.oup.com/aje/article/177/1/59/129050
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/how-pesticides-impact-human-health#:~:text=However%2C%20widespread%20pesticide%20use%20is,heart%2C%20respiratory%20and%20neurological%20diseases.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652620347016
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652620347016
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-020-10097-6
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2020-06/summary-public-consul-modernising-simplifying-cap_2017_en_0.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/european-citizens-initiative-eci-ban-gly/product-details/20171110ECI00001
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/06619e05-eaee-11ed-a05c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?_publicationDetails_PublicationDetailsPortlet_source=287012074
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/06619e05-eaee-11ed-a05c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?_publicationDetails_PublicationDetailsPortlet_source=287012074
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2022-09/EB97.2-food-safety-in-the-EU_report.pdf
https://www.savebeesandfarmers.eu/eng
https://www.pan-europe.info/sites/pan-europe.info/files/public/resources/Letters/Joint%20Statement%20-%20For%20an%20ambitious%20Pesticide%20Regulation%20-%20November%202023.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/15583372/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1524969/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31739132/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1352231021004349
http://www.pan-europe.info


Annex 3

In 2022, 668 scientists warned that “political efforts to abandon the sustainability targets of
the Farm to Fork strategy (including pesticide use) do not shield us from the current crisis,
they rather worsen it and make the crisis permanent”. Soon after, 739 scientists called for an
ambitious Sustainable Use of Pesticides Regulation, as “The heavy use of pesticides in
agriculture is strongly linked to declines in insects, birds, biodiversity in terrestrial and aquatic
systems and detrimental impacts on global public health”. Recently, 6000 scientists
expressed their support for the EU’s Green Deal, and rejected the arguments against the
Sustainable Use of Pesticides Regulation and the Nature Restoration Law. They highlight
that restoring nature and reducing the use of agrochemicals is essential for maintaining
long-term production capacity and enhancing food security.
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https://zenodo.org/records/6461468#.Y_4YHuuZOpJ
https://zenodo.org/record/7472705#.Y_uv1OuZOpJ
https://zenodo.org/records/8128624
http://www.pan-europe.info
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