
 

 

 

To: Members of the SCoPAFF - Section "Phytopharmaceuticals - Legislation” 

 

 

Brussels, 24 June 2026 

 

 

 

Subject: EU Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed (SCoPAFF); 29-30 

June 2026; position of Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Europe 

 

 

Dear Members of the Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed, 

 

On 29-30 June, you are invited to the EU Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed 

to discuss and potentially adopt opinions on several European Commission proposals. Ahead of 

this meeting, we would like to share PAN Europe's position on key issues concerning human 

health and environmental protection from pesticides. We kindly request that you give these 

matters your careful attention. 

 

Agenda issues 

 

1. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) renewing the approval of the active 

substance mecoprop-P (B.03) 

2. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) amending Regulation (EU) No 540/2011 

as regards the extension of the approval periods of a series of active substances (B. 07) 

3. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the renewal of the approval 

of the active substance phosphine (B.09) 

4. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-renewal of the 

approval of the active substance flutolanil (C.01) 

5. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-renewal of the 

approval of the active substance buprofezin (C.02) 

6. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-renewal of the 

approval of the active substance pirimicarb (C.03) 

7. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) approving pydiflumetofen as a 

candidate for substitution (C.04) 

8. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-renewal of the 

approval of the active substance triclopyr (C.05)  

9. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-renewal of the 

approval of the active substance cyprodinil (C.06)  



 

10. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-approval of the 

active substance benzobicyclon (C.07)  

11. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) amending Regulation (EU) No 540/2011 

as regards the extension of buprofezin, halosulfulfuron-methyl, flonicamid and 

tembotrione (C. 08) 

12. EFSA conclusions: cinmethylin, penoxsulam, halosulfuron-methyl, diflufenican (A.04) 

13. Draft renewal reports: fenoxaprop-P-ethyl, fludioxonil, phenmedipham (A.05) 

14. Emergency authorisations (A. 07) 

 

 
 

1. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) renewing the approval of the 

active substance mecoprop-P (B.03) 

 

In October 2023, EFSA published its updated peer-review conclusions on mecoprop-p and 

identified a critical area of concern related to resident exposure. The predicted exposure for 

children entering treated areas exceeds the AOEL (75th percentile), even when applying a 10-

metre buffer strip and drift-reduction measures during application. This finding clearly 

demonstrates that the conditions set out in Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 are not 

fulfilled, in particular the requirement that plant protection products and their residues “shall not 

have any harmful effects on human health, including that of vulnerable groups” (Recital 24; Article 

4(2) and (3)). 

In addition, under Regulation (EC) No 1272/2007, mecoprop-p is classified as very toxic to aquatic 

life (Aquatic Acute 1) and very toxic to aquatic life with long-lasting effects (Aquatic Chronic 1). It 

is also classified as harmful if swallowed and as causing serious eye damage. In light of these 

hazard classifications, it cannot be concluded that the substance does not cause harm to human 

health or unacceptable effects on the environment. 

Despite these serious concerns, the approval of mecoprop-p has been repeatedly extended, 

amounting to a total prolongation of nine and a half years.  It is high time to ensure that citizens, 

including agricultural workers, as well as the environment, are no longer exposed to this 

hazardous substance. 

We therefore call on you to reject the Commission’s proposal to renew mecoprop-p. 

 

 

 

 

2. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) amending Regulation (EU) No 

540/2011 as regards the extension of the approval periods of a series of active 

substances (B. 07) 



 

 

PAN Europe reiterates its concerns regarding the proposal to extend the approval of substances 

for which EFSA peer reviews have already concluded that these substances do not meet the 

approval criteria laid down in Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009. Cyprodinil, fludioxonil 

and phenmedipham have all been identified as endocrine disruptors in accordance with points 

3.6.5 and 3.8.2 of Annex II. The proposals for the non-renewal of cyprodinil and fludioxonil are 

welcome. Such a proposal should be extended to phenmedipham and swiftly adopted by Member 

States.  Similarly, the proposal for non-renewal of pirimicarb, for which  EFSA identified as a 

critical area of concern the high risk to aquatic organisms, must be swiftly adopted to ensure no 

further extension of approval is granted to the substance.  

 

We therefore call on you to reject the Commission’s draft Regulation.  

 

 

3. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the renewal of the 

approval of the active substance phosphine (B.09) 

 

PAN Europe calls on the Member States to reject the Commission proposal to renew the approval 

of phosphine. EFSA’s peer-review conclusions recognise the genotoxic potential of phosphine as 

a critical area of concern. This conclusion is supported by in vitro studies, in vivo studies in somatic 

cells, and human biomonitoring data. No threshold-based mode of action has been identified, and 

as a result, no toxicological reference values could be established. Given this evidence, 

phosphine cannot be considered to meet the approval criteria for renewal under Regulation (EC) 

No 1107/2009. In particular, point 3.6.2 of Annex II provides that mutagenic substances must 

not be approved under any circumstances.  

 

We call on you to reject the Commission’s proposal for approval of phosphine. 

 

 

 

 

4. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-renewal of the 

approval of the active substance flutolanil (C.01) 

 

PAN Europe reiterates its support for the proposal for non-renewal of the approval of flutolanil. 

Flutolanil meets the OECD definition of PFAS because it contains a trifluoromethyl group ( -CF3) 

bound to a carbon atom. It has been identified as persistent (P) to very persistent (vP) by EFSA.  

Moreover, due to its molecular structure (-CF3 group), and as confirmed by EFSA, flutolanil 

eventually breaks down into trifluoroacetic acid (TFA), contaminating crops, soil and water 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9177
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7997


 

resources. TFA is an ultra-short PFAS, highly persistent, mobile, and soluble in water. Its 

harmonised classification as Persistent, Mobile and Toxic (PMT), very Persistent very Mobile 

(vPvM) and toxic for reproduction category 1B has now been confirmed by the Risk Assessment 

Committee of ECHA. The latter classification is based on evidence of clear developmental toxicity, 

including malformations of the eyes and skeletal system in rabbit offspring. TFA also impacts 

sperm quality and the thyroid hormone system in rats.   

This results in TFA being a ‘relevant’ metabolite, according to Article 3, point 32 of Regulation 

(EC) No 1107/2009, which means the 0.1 μg/L groundwater limit applies. Alarmingly, TFA 

contamination in groundwater routinely exceeds this limit for relevant metabolites1 and, in some 

cases, surpasses even the 10 μg/L threshold for non-relevant metabolites in groundwater2. A 

recent study by Diehle et al. has provided the first quantitative estimation of TFA emissions 

leaching into groundwater as a direct result of crop applications of 24 EU-approved PFAS 

pesticides, including flutolanil. For flutolanil, when representative uses on flowers and potatoes 

were considered, the resulting TFA leaching potential was estimated to be high (≥ 10 µg/L) 

according to the FOCUS modeling approach. 

According to recent scientific warnings, TFA poses a serious threat to planetary boundaries, as 

most of the TFA released today will persist in the environment for future generations. Continued 

use of TFA-emitting substances will lead to the accumulation of this truly forever chemical in our 

environment. This constitutes a clear indication of a violation of the Pesticide Regulation (EC) 

1107/2009, namely its Article 4(3), stating pesticides shall have no immediate or delayed effects 

on human health, directly or through drinking water, or on groundwater. TFA-emitting substances, 

including flutolanil, constitute a clear risk for citizens and groundwater and should be banned. 

We call on you to support the Commission’s proposal for non-renewal of flutolanil. 

 

 

5. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-renewal of the 

approval of the active substance buprofezin (C.02) 

PAN Europe reiterates its support for the proposal for non-renewal of the approval of buprofezin, 

which has been identified as meeting the endocrine disruption (ED) criteria for humans, in 

accordance with point 3.6.5 of Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009. The substance was 

found to disrupt the Hypothalamic-Pituitary-Thyroid (HPT) axis, causing adverse effects on thyroid 

indicated by alternations in thyroid weight and histopathology. As substances that alter thyroid 

function may result in neurodevelopmental toxicity, the use of this substance should stop 

immediately.   

 

We call on you to support the Commission’s proposal for non-renewal of buprofezin. 

 

 

 
1 Austria, Denmark 
2  Germany, Sweden, Switzerland. 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12302-025-01215-5
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.4c06189
https://www.ages.at/en/human/nutrition-food/residues-contaminants-from-a-to-z/trifluoroacetic-acid
https://pub.geus.dk/da/publications/a-60-year-increase-in-the-ultrashort-chain-pfas-trifluoroacetate-
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4b8f21e2b1c049f28d317ba64cdb4bf7
https://www.eurofins.se/tjaenster/miljoe-och-vatten/nyheter-miljo/new-report-on-tfa-in-surface-and-groundwaters/
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home/topics/water/groundwater/groundwater-quality/tfa-im-grundwasser.html#:~:text=At%20some%20NAQUA%20sites%2C%20the,sites%20in%20north%2Dwest%20Switzerland.


 

6. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-renewal of the 

approval of the active substance pirimicarb (C.03) 

PAN Europe reiterates its support for the proposal for non-renewal of the approval of pirimicarb. 

Pirimicarb has been approved as a candidate for substitution, as it meets two of the criteria for 

being Persistent, Bioaccumulative and Toxic (PBT). In addition, it is classified as Carcinogen 

Category 2 and is very toxic to aquatic life. Due to these serious concerns, pirimicarb has been 

included in PAN Europe’s list of the “Toxic 12” pesticides identified for immediate ban since 2021.  

In its peer-review conclusions published in September 2024, EFSA confirmed that pirimicarb 

clearly does not meet the approval criteria laid down in Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009. EFSA 

concluded that exposure estimates for residents and bystanders are above AAOEL, for all 

representative uses (in field and greenhouses), even when available mitigation measures are 

applied. It also identified as a  critical area of concern the high risk to aquatic organisms in the 

majority of assessed scenarios, even when maximum risk mitigation measures were applied, and 

for all representative uses. 

Furthermore, EFSA identified several issues that could not be finalised. The phototoxicity and 

photomutagenicity potential of pirimicarb could not be excluded. Its developmental neurotoxicity 

potential has not been adequately addressed. In addition, the consumer risk assessment could 

not be finalised. Significant data gaps also remain regarding risks to honey bees and other non-

target organisms, including soil-dwelling organisms. Moreover, no conclusion could be drawn as 

to whether pirimicarb meets the criteria for endocrine disruption for non-target organisms. 

Taken together, these findings demonstrate that pirimicarb poses unacceptable risks to the 

environment and potentially to human health. This is in clear contradiction with Article 4 of 

Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009, which requires that active substances shall have no harmful 

effects on human health or on the environment. 

We call on you to support the Commission’s proposal for non-renewal of pirimicarb . 

 

 

7. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) approving pydiflumetofen as a 

candidate for substitution (C.04) 

PAN Europe calls on the Member States to refuse the approval of pydiflumetofen, a succinate 

dehydrogenase inhibitor (SDHI) fungicide, on the grounds of its very high persistence in the 

environment, which constitutes an unacceptable effect in itself. This position is fully aligned with 

growing scientific consensus that persistence alone is sufficient to justify regulatory action, as 

highly persistent substances inevitably accumulate in the environment, leading to long-term and 

potentially irreversible impacts on human health and ecosystems. Allowing the approval of such 

substances directly contradicts the preventive and precautionary principles underpinning EU 

pesticide legislation.  

https://www.pan-europe.info/campaigns/ban-toxic-12
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.9046


 

We call on you to reject the Commission’s proposal for approval of pydiflumetofen. 

 

 

8. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-renewal of the 

approval of the active substance triclopyr (C.05)  

PAN Europe reiterates its support for the proposal for non-renewal of the approval of triclopyr. In 

its peer review conclusions published in July 2024, EFSA identified several critical areas of 

concern for triclopyr. These consist of a high acute and long-term risk to mammals and a high risk 

to non-target arthropods. 

EFSA also highlighted issues that could not be finalised. Toxicity data necessary to assess risks 

to aquatic organisms are lacking. Importantly, no safe uses were identified in relation to the 

exposure of residential children when using the EFSA exposure model, even after applying 

available risk mitigation measures. Additional data gaps further prevent a comprehensive 

evaluation of the risks. 

These findings indicate that triclopyr poses unacceptable risks to human health and the 

environment. Its continued approval would therefore be inconsistent with Article 4 of Regulation 

(EC) No 1107/2009, which requires that active substances must not have harmful effects on 

human health or the environment. 

We call on you to support the Commission’s proposal for non-renewal of triclopyr. 

 

 

9. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-renewal of the 

approval of the active substance cyprodinil (C.06)  

 

PAN Europe supports the long-awaited proposal for non-renewal of cyprodinil. The proposal is in 

line with Article 4(1) and points 3.6.5 and 3.8.2 of Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009. 

Indeed, cyprodinil meets the endocrine disruption criteria for the EAS-modalities for humans and 

wild mammals and other non-target organisms. The substance leads to clear endocrine-mediated 

effects on both female and male reproductive health. For humans, cyprodinil was found to induce 

delayed sexual maturation and decrease ano-genital distance (AGD). This conclusion is 

considered relevant for wild mammals based on the observed adverse effects on reproductive 

performance. In fish, cyprodinil increased male vitellogenin levels, resulting in changes in female 

gonad histology and decreased fecundity and fertilisation success. Moreover, negligible exposure 

to cyprodinil for humans and non-target organisms was not demonstrated, and the application for 

an approval by derogation under Article 4(7) was submitted outside the regulatory timeline 

foreseen in Article 13(5) of Regulation (EU) No 844/2012. There is therefore no legal basis for a 

renewal. 

 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8177


 

In addition to the endocrine-disrupting properties of the substance, EFSA identified two other 

critical areas of concern precluding the renewal of cyprodinil: no safe use exists due to a high 

long-term risk to mammals and a high risk to aquatic organisms.  

 

We call on you to support the Commission’s proposal for non-renewal of cyprodinil. 

 

 

10. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-approval of 

the active substance benzobicyclon (C.07)  

 

PAN Europe supports the proposal for non-renewal of benzobicyclon, particularly in light of the 

harmful properties of one of the substance metabolites (1315P-070), in relation to which EFSA 

identified three critical areas of concern. The predicted exposure estimate to this metabolite is 

above the AOEL for workers and residents, even when applying all possible risk mitigation 

measures. Moreover, it poses a high long-term risk both to mammals and to aquatic organisms.  

These findings indicate that benzobicyclon poses unacceptable risks to human health and the 

environment. Its non-renewal is aligned with Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009, which 

requires that active substances must not have harmful effects on human health or the 

environment. 

 

 

11. Draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) amending Regulation (EU) No 

540/2011 as regards the extension of buprofezin, halosulfulfuron-methyl, flonicamid 

and tembotrione (C. 08) 

 

One more time, PAN Europe deplores the Commission's proposal to extend the approval period 

of harmful substances, for which there is evidence that they pose harmful effects to human health 

or groundwater and unacceptable effects on the environment.  

 

● Burpofezin meets the endocrine disruption (ED) criteria for humans, in accordance with 

point 3.6.5 of Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009. The substance was found to 

disrupt the Hypothalamic-Pituitary-Thyroid (HPT) axis, causing adverse effects on thyroid 

indicated by alternations in thyroid weight and thyroid histopathology. 

● Halosulfuron-methyl has been classified as toxic for reproduction, category 1B, since 

2017, and as such does not meet the approval criteria laid down in point 3.6.4 of Annex II 

of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009. 

● Tembotrione meets the OECD definition for PFAS and is a TFA precursor. Moreover, it is 

classified as toxic for reproduction category 2. 

● Flonicamid meets the OECD definition for PFAS and is a TFA precursor.  

We call on you to support the Commission’s proposal for non-renewal of benzobicyclon. 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9703
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9703


 

 

We therefore call on you to reject the Commission’s draft Regulation.  

 

12. EFSA conclusions: cinmethylin, penoxsulam, halosulfuron-methyl, diflufenican 

(A.04) 

 

Cinmethylin: In December 2025, EFSA concluded that cinmethylin meets the endocrine 

disruption (ED) criteria for humans for the T-modality, in accordance with point 3.6.5 of Annex II 

to Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009. Meanwhile, the assessment of cinmethylin’s endocrine-

disrupting potential for non-target organisms remained inconclusive. Therefore, in line with Article 

4 of Regulation (EC) 1107/2009, cinmethylin does not meet the approval criteria to be approved.  

 

According to EFSA the thyroid-mediated adversity was observed in studies of different durations 

in rats. There was clear and consistent evidence of increased thyroid weight and increased 

incidence of thyroid follicular cell hypertrophy/hyperplasia, accompanied in one in vivo 

mechanistic study by decreased T3 and T4, and increased TSH indicative of a perturbation of the 

hypothalamic–pituitary–thyroid (HPT) axis in rats. 

We note the applicant’s claim that in vitro assays using human liver cells have been developed to 

exclude the relevance of the observed effects for humans. However, this study is not part of the 

regulatory data requirements, nor is it included in established European and OECD guidance 

documents. Using it to  override the evidence of thyroid adversity observed in multiple established 

animal studies conducted according to validated protocols is completely unacceptable. Given the 

potential impact of thyroid disruption on healthy pregnancies, authorising this substance would 

risk violating EU law, which requires a high level of protection of human health and places 

particular emphasis on safeguarding vulnerable groups. 

Penoxsulam: As highlighted by EFSA in its conclusions, penoxsulam meets the OECD definition 

of a PFAS and exhibits moderate to high persistence in the environment. Its molecular structure 

contains a trifluoromethyl (–CF3) group, a moiety well recognised as a precursor of  

 through degradation. The formation of TFA from –CF3-containing substances is a foreseeable 

and scientifically established transformation route. Although the renewal dossier for penoxsulam 

did not report TFA formation in plant residue, rotational crop, dietary or soil metabolism studies, 

the absence of detection cannot be interpreted as evidence that TFA is not formed. Standard 

degradation studies, such as OECD 307, are limited to 120 days and may be insufficient to detect 

late-forming degradation products such as TFA, particularly where the parent compound or 

In line with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009, we call on you to support the non-approval of 

cinmethylin. 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9870
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.9055


 

intermediate metabolites are persistent. In soil metabolism studies, penoxsulam was shown to 

degrade into several PFAS metabolites that retain the –CF3 group and could therefore be 

transformed into TFA. Moreover, significant unidentified fractions were observed in certain soil 

studies, which may include TFA. Consequently, the available data do not exclude TFA formation 

from the use of penoxsulam, which should have been highlighted by EFSA. Additional 

methodological limitations further undermine the reliability of the degradation assessment. As 

previously mentioned, PFAS pesticides that emit TFA into the environment should not be 

approved, given their potential to contaminate groundwater and TFA’s  toxicity to reproduction, 

with a category 1B classification currently under consideration by ECHA. 

 

In light of its classification as a PFAS, and its potential to contribute to TFA emissions, we call 

on you to support the non-renewal of penoxsulam. We also oppose any renewal of the 

substance for use on rice. 

 

Halosulfuron-methyl: Halosulfuron-methyl has been classified as toxic for reproduction, 

category 1B, since 2017. Under Annex II, point 3.6.4 of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009, active 

substances with this classification shall not be approved, except under very limited conditions:  

either if human exposure is negligible, or, under Article 4(7), if a derogation is justified by a serious 

plant health threat that cannot be controlled by other means, including non-chemical alternatives. 

Despite these clear legal requirements, the approval of halosulfuron-methyl, initially valid from 1 

October 2013 to 30 September 2023, has been repeatedly prolonged.  

In the present case, the applicant requested a derogation under Article 4(7) for uses on rice and 

maize in five Member States during the EFSA peer review. However, EFSA concluded that a 

broad range of non-chemical alternatives is available and that, in many cases, integrated 

strategies combining chemical and non-chemical methods are feasible. This clearly demonstrates 

that the conditions for granting a derogation are not fulfilled. Furthermore, the toxicological 

reference values established for halosulfuron-methyl (ADI, ARfD, AOEL and AAOEL) cannot be 

considered reliable, as the assessment of endocrine-disrupting properties remains inconclusive. 

It is deeply concerning that a substance meeting the cut-off criteria for reproductive toxicity has 

remained on the market for years, despite clear evidence since 2017 that the legal conditions for 

approval were no longer met.  

Diflufenican meets the OECD definition of a PFAS and degrades into TFA. Evidence from a 

Danish study conducted by the Geological Survey of Denmark and Greenland (GEUS) 

demonstrates that, under real-use conditions, diflufenican degrades to TFA in soils, resulting in 

contamination of groundwater. In one representative use scenario on winter grains, TFA 

concentrations were measured at 0.12 µg/L, exceeding the EU legal limit of 0.1 µg/L. Moreover, 

a study by Diehle et al., published on 13 October 2025, identified diflufenican as one of the 

In line with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009, we call on you to support the non-renewal of 

halosulfuron-methyl. 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9504
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/downloadSupplement?doi=10.2903%2Fj.efsa.2025.9504&file=efs29504-sup-0002-Appendix_E.pdf
https://mst.dk/publikationer/2024/december/triflupest
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12302-025-01215-5


 

substances with the highest TFA leaching potential in the EU, particularly for use on cereals 

(spring and winter). 

Although the renewal dossier for diflufenican did not report TFA formation, the data mentioned 

above indicate that TFA formation and leaching into groundwater are inevitable outcomes of 

diflufenican use. This constitutes a clear critical area of concern, which should prevent the 

substance’s renewal. EFSA’s peer review conclusions failed to address this critical issue, an 

oversight that we strongly deplore given the clear evidence of TFA formation and its implications 

for groundwater contamination. EFSA, however, identified a critical area of concern for aquatic 

toxicity. Taken together, these findings demonstrate that diflufenican poses unacceptable risks to 

both groundwater and aquatic ecosystems.  

In line with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009, and building on EFSA’s conclusions, we call on you 

to support the non-renewal of diflufenican. 

 

13. Draft renewal reports: fenoxaprop-P-ethyl, fludioxonil, phenmedipham (A.05) 

 

Article 4 and points 3.6.5 and 3.8.2 of Annex II of the Pesticide Regulation clearly provide that 

active substances having endocrine-disrupting properties cannot be approved unless exposure 

is negligible. Fenoxaprop-P-ethyl, fludioxonil, phenmedipham meet the endocrine disruption (ED) 

criteria for humans and/or non-target organisms and therefore should be non-renewed. 

 

Fenoxaprop-P-ethyl is an endocrine disruptor for humans through the A-modality. Specifically, it 

was shown to induce changes in the weights of the prostate, epididymis, and testes, along with 

alterations in testicular weight.  

 

Fludioxonil meets the endocrine disruption criteria for the EAS-modalities for human health and 

non-target organisms according to EFSA. Namely, fludioxonil was found to decrease testosterone 

synthesis and increase estradiol, leading to delayed sexual maturation, decreased anogenital 

distance in males and increased oestrus cycle in females. These conclusions for humans also 

apply to wild mammals as non-target organisms. Furthermore, fludioxonil meets the OECD 

definition of PFAS and was found to be very persistent, raising further concerns about its long-

term impact on human health and the environment. Worryingly, fludioxonil was the most 

frequently detected candidate for substitution in European fruit between 2009 and 2019, 

according to data from the EU Multiannual Control Programme analysed by PAN Europe. The 

widespread European consumers’ exposure to this hazardous chemical as confirmed by our 

recent apple testing, with fludioxonil being detected in nearly 40% of the samples.  

 

Phenmedipham meets the endocrine disruption criteria for non-target organisms other than 

mammals for the T-modality. The substance was found to induce changes in thyroid histology 

leading to delay in time to reach metamorphosis (amphibian metamorphosis assay).  

  

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9758#accessDenialLayout
https://doi.org/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.9053
https://doi.org/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.9047
https://www.pan-europe.info/resources/reports/2022/05/forbidden-fruit-dramatic-rise-dangerous-pesticides-found-fruits-and
https://www.pan-europe.info/resources/reports/2026/01/pesticide-cocktails-pfas-and-neurotoxins-most-european-apples
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9711
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9711


 

 

14. Emergency authorisations (A. 07) 

More than three years after the Court’s ruling in Case C-162/21, we remain concerned that the 

revision of the Commission Guidance Document on emergency authorisations is still pending.We 

would like to respectfully recall that, in paragraph 50 of its judgment, the Court made clear that 

Article 53 of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 cannot be used to authorise plant protection products, 

or uses thereof, that have been prohibited for reasons relating to the protection of human health 

or the environment. This fundamental clarification should be explicitly reflected both in the 

Guidance Document and in the Commission Notice intended to clarify the scope of the judgment. 

Moreover, the Guidance Document should provide a clear definition of the term “authorisation 

holder”. Current practice differs across Member States, with some identifying the applicant for the 

derogation and others identifying the producer of the plant protection product.  

 
 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of these matters.  

 

Sincerely yours,  

 

 

On behalf of PAN Europe 

Angeliki Lysimachou 

Head of Science and Policy 

 
 

Contact details:  

Dr Angeliki Lysimachou, Head of Science and Policy, angeliki@pan-europe.info, +32 2 318 62 55 

Salomé Roynel, Policy Officer, salome@pan-europe.info, +32 451 02 31 33 
PAN Europe, Rue de la Pacification 67, 1000, Brussels, Belgium 
Who we are | PAN Europe 

 

In line with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009, we call on you to support the non-renewal of 

fenoxaprop-P-ethyl, fludioxonil, phenmedipham. 

mailto:angeliki@pan-europe.info
mailto:salome@pan-europe.info
https://www.pan-europe.info/about-us/who-we-are

