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 Member States were required to 

adopt National Action Plans 

(NAPs) to implement 

the Directive for the first time by 

November 2012. These plans 

should contain quantitative 

objectives, 

targets, measurements and 

timetables to reduce the risks 

and impacts of pesticide 

use. These plans should be 

reviewed at least every five 

years. 

The Directive identifies specific 

measures that Member States are 

required to include in their plans 

for proper implementation. The 

main actions relate to 

 

(5) National Action Plans aimed at setting quantitative objectives, targets, measures, timetables and indicators to reduce risks 

and impacts of pesticide use on human health and the environment and at encouraging the development and introduction of 

integrated pest management and of alternative approaches or techniques in order to reduce dependency on the use of 

pesticides should be used by Member States in order to facilitate the implementation of this Directive. Member States should 

monitor the use of plant protection products containing active substances of particular concern and establish timetables and 

targets for the reduction of their use, in particular when it is an appropriate means to achieve risk reduction targets. 

National Action Plans should be coordinated with implementation plans under other relevant Community legislation and 

could be used for grouping together objectives to be achieved under other Community legislation related to pesticides  

 

(18) The application of general principles and crop and sector-specific guidelines with respect to integrated pest management 

by all farmers would result in a better targeted use of all available pest control measures, including pesticides. Therefore, it 

would contribute to a further reduction of the risks to human health and the environment and the dependency on the 

use of pesticides. Member States should promote low pesticide-input pest management, in particular integrated pest 

management, and establish the necessary conditions and measures for its implementation.  

 

Article 4  

 NO reference 

to pesticide 

dependency 

reductions 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/sustainable_use_pesticides/nap_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/sustainable_use_pesticides/nap_en
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National Action Plans  

1. Member States shall adopt National Action Plans to set up their quantitative objectives, targets, measures and timetables to 

reduce risks and impacts of pesticide use on human health and the environment and to encourage the development and 

introduction of integrated pest management and of alternative approaches or techniques in order to reduce dependency on 

the use of pesticides. These targets may cover different areas of concern, for example worker protection, protection of the 

environment, residues, use of specific techniques or use in specific crops. The National Action Plans shall also include 

indicators to monitor the use of plant protection products containing active substances of particular concern, 

especially if alternatives are available. Member States shall give particular attention to the plant protection products 

containing active substances approved in accordance with Council Directive 91/414/EEC of 15 July 1991 concerning the 

placing of plant products on the market ( 1 ) which, when subject to renewal of approval under Regulation (EC) No 

1107/2009 will not fulfil the criteria relevant for approval laid down in Annex II, points 3.6 to 3.8 of that Regulation.  

 

On the basis of such indicators and taking into account where applicable the risk or use reduction targets achieved 

already prior to the application of this Directive, timetables and targets for the reduction of use shall also be 

established, in particular if the reduction of use constitutes an appropriate means to achieve risk reduction with 

regard to priority items identified under Article 15(2)(c). These targets may be intermediate or final. Member States shall 

use all necessary means designed to achieve these targets.  

 

When drawing up and revising their National Action Plans, Member States shall take account of the health, social, economic 

and environmental impacts of the measures envisaged, of specific national, regional and local conditions and all relevant 

stakeholder groups. Member States shall describe in their National Action Plans how they will implement measures pursuant 

to Articles 5 to 15 in order to achieve the objectives referred to in the first subparagraph of this paragraph. The National 

Action Plans shall take into account plans under other Community legislation on the use of pesticides, such as planned 

measures under Directive 2000/60/EC. 2.  

 

3. By 14 December 2014, the Commission shall submit to the European Parliament and to the Council a report on the 

information communicated by the Member States in relation to the National Action Plans. The report shall contain methods 

used and the implications concerning the establishment of different types of targets to reduce the risks and use of 

pesticides.  

Article 15  

2. Member States shall:  

(a) calculate harmonised risk indicators as referred to in paragraph 1 by using statistical data collected in accordance with the 

Community legislation concerning statistics on plant protection products together with other relevant data;  

(b) identify trends in the use of certain active substances;  

(c) identify priority items, such as active substances, crops, regions or practices, that require particular attention or good 

practices that can be used as examples in order to achieve the objectives of this Directive to reduce the risks and impacts of 



pesticide use on human health and the environment and to encourage the development and introduction of integrated pest 

management and of alternative approaches or techniques in order to reduce dependency on the use of pesticides.  

(15) The aquatic environment is especially sensitive to pesticides. It is therefore necessary for particular attention to be paid to 

avoiding pollution of surface water and groundwater by taking appropriate measures, such as the establishment of buffer and 

safeguard zones or planting hedges along surface waters to reduce exposure of water bodies to spray drift, drain flow and run-

off. The dimensions of buffer zones should depend in particular on soil characteristics and pesticide properties, as well as 

agricultural characteristics of the areas concerned. Use of pesticides in areas for the abstraction of drinking water, on or along 

transport routes, such as railway lines, or on sealed or very permeable surfaces can lead to higher risks of pollution of the 

aquatic environment. In such areas the pesticide use should, therefore, be reduced as far as possible, or eliminated, if 

appropriate.  

 

Article 11  

Specific measures to protect the aquatic environment and drinking water  

1. Member States shall ensure that appropriate measures to protect the aquatic environment and drinking water supplies from 

the impact of pesticides are adopted. Those measures  

(b) giving preference to the most efficient application techniques such as the use of low-drift pesticide application equipment 

especially in vertical crops such as hops and those found in orchards and vineyards;  

(c) use of mitigation measures which minimise the risk of off-site pollution caused by spray drift, drain-flow and run-off. 

These shall include the establishment of appropriately-sized buffer zones for the protection of non-target aquatic organisms 

and safeguard zones for surface and groundwater used for the abstraction of drinking water, where pesticides must not be used 

or stored;  

(d) reducing as far as possible or eliminating applications on or along roads, railway lines, very permeable surfaces or other 

infrastructure close to surface water or groundwater or on sealed surfaces with a high risk of run-off into surface water or 

sewage systems.  

 Nowhere 
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(10) Considering the possible risks from the use of pesticides, the general public should be better informed of the overall 

impacts of the use of pesticides through awareness-raising campaigns, information passed on through retailers and other 

appropriate measures.  

 

information and awareness 

raising about pesticide risks 

yes 

(16) Use of pesticides can be particularly dangerous in very sensitive areas, such as Natura 2000 sites protected in accordance 

with Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC. In other places such as public parks and gardens, sports and recreation grounds, 

school grounds and children’s playgrounds, and in the close vicinity of healthcare facilities, the risks from exposure to 

pesticides are high. In these areas, the use of pesticides should be minimised or prohibited. When pesticides are used, 

appropriate risk management measures should be established and low-risk pesticides as well as biological control measures 

should be considered in the first place.  

Article 12  

imitation of pesticide use in 

sensitive areas 

The reference 

to banning 

pesticides is 

not 

mentioned! 



Reduction of pesticide use or risks in specific areas  

Member States shall, having due regard for the necessary hygiene and public health requirements and biodiversity, or the 

results of relevant risk assessments, ensure that the use of pesticides is minimised or prohibited in certain specific areas. 

Appropriate risk management measures shall be taken and the use of low-risk plant protection products as defined in 

Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 and biological control measures shall be considered in the first place. The specific areas in 

question are:  

(a) areas used by the general public or by vulnerable groups as defined in Article 3 of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009, such as 

public parks and gardens, sports and recreation grounds, school grounds and children’s playgrounds and in the close vicinity 

of healthcare facilities;  

(b) protected areas as defined in Directive 2000/60/EC or other areas identified for the purposes of establishing the necessary 

conservation measures in accordance with the provisions of Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC;  

(c) recently treated areas used by or accessible to agricultural workers.  

(14) Aerial spraying of pesticides has the potential to cause significant adverse impacts on human health and the environment, 

in particular from spray drift. Therefore, aerial spraying should generally be prohibited with derogations possible where it 

represents clear advantages in terms of reduced impacts on human health and the environment in comparison with other 

spraying methods, or where there are no viable alternatives, provided that the best available technology to reduce drift is 

used.  

the prohibition of aerial spraying yes 

(13) Since Directive 2006/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 May 2006 on machinery will provide 

for rules on the placing on the market of pesticide application equipment ensuring that environmental requirements are met, it 

is appropriate, in order to minimise the adverse impacts of pesticides on human health and the environment caused by such 

equipment, to provide for systems for regular technical inspection of pesticide application equipment already in use. Member 

States should describe in their National Action Plans how they will ensure the implementation of those requirements.  

inspection of pesticide 

application equipment 

yes 

(8) It is essential that Member States set up systems of both initial and additional training for distributors, advisors and 

professional users of pesticides and certification systems to record such training so that those who use or will use pesticides 

are fully aware of the potential risks to human health and the environment and of the appropriate measures to reduce those 

risks as much as possible. Training activities for professional users may be coordinated with those organised in the framework 

of Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005.  

(9) Sales of pesticides, including Internet sales, are an important element in the distribution chain, where specific advice on 

safety instructions for human health and the environment should be given to the end user at the time of sale, in particular to 

professional users. For non-professional users who in general do not have the same level of education and training, 

recommendations should be given, in particular on safe handling and storage of pesticides as well as on disposal of the 

packaging.  

training of users, advisors and 

distributors 

yes 

Article 7  

Information and awareness-raising  

1. Member States shall take measures to inform the general public and to promote and facilitate information and awareness-

raising programmes and the availability of accurate and balanced information relating to pesticides for the general public, in 

systems for gathering 

information on pesticide acute 

poisoning incidents, as well as 

chronic poisoning developments, 

The where 

available 

seems to 

weight quite a 



particular regarding the risks and the potential acute and chronic effects for human health, non-target organisms and the 

environment arising from their use, and the use of non-chemical alternatives.  

2. Member States shall put in place systems for gathering information on pesticide acute poisoning incidents, as well as 

chronic poisoning developments where available, among groups that may be exposed regularly to pesticides such as 

operators, agricultural workers or persons living close to pesticide application areas. 3. To enhance the comparability of 

information, the Commission, in cooperation with the Member States, shall develop by 14 December 2012 a strategic 

guidance document on monitoring and surveying of impacts of pesticide use on human health and the environment.  

where available lot! 

(18) The application of general principles and crop and sector-specific guidelines with respect to integrated pest management 

by all farmers would result in a better targeted use of all available pest control measures, including pesticides. Therefore, it 

would contribute to a further reduction of the risks to human health and the environment and the dependency on the use of 

pesticides. Member States should promote low pesticide-input pest management, in particular integrated pest management, 

and establish the necessary conditions and measures for its implementation.  

Article 14  

Integrated pest management  

1. Member States shall take all necessary measures to promote low pesticide-input pest management, giving wherever 

possible priority to non-chemical methods, so that professional users of pesticides switch to practices and products with the 

lowest risk to human health and the environment among those available for the same pest problem. Low pesticide-input pest 

management includes integrated pest management as well as organic farming according to Council Regulation (EC) No 

834/2007 of 28 June 2007 on organic production and labelling of organic products ( 1 ).  

2. Member States shall establish or support the establishment of necessary conditions for the implementation of integrated 

pest management. In particular, they shall ensure that professional users have at their disposal information and tools for pest 

monitoring and decision making, as well as advisory services on integrated pest management.  

3. By 30 June 2013, Member States shall report to the Commission on the implementation of paragraphs 1 and 2 and, in 

particular, whether the necessary conditions for implementation of integrated pest management are in place.  

4. Member States shall describe in their National Action Plans how they ensure that the general principles of integrated pest 

management as set out in Annex III are implemented by all professional users by 1 January 2014. Measures designed to 

amend non-essential elements of this Directive relating to amending Annex III in order to take account of scientific and 

technical progress shall be adopted in accordance with the regulatory procedure with scrutiny referred to in Article 21(2).  

5. Member States shall establish appropriate incentives to encourage professional users to implement crop or sector-

specific guidelines for integrated pest management on a voluntary basis. Public authorities and/or organisations representing 

particular professional users may draw up such guidelines. Member States shall refer to those guidelines that they consider 

relevant and appropriate in their National Action Plans.  
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(21) Member States should determine penalties applicable to infringements of national provisions adopted pursuant to this 

Directive and ensure that they are implemented. The penalties should be effective, proportionate and dissuasive.  

Article 17  

Penalties  

 No 



Member States shall determine penalties applicable to infringements of the national provisions adopted pursuant to this 

Directive and shall take all measures necessary to ensure that they are implemented. The penalties provided for shall be 

effective, proportionate and dissuasive.  

 

Member States shall notify those provisions to the Commission by 14 December 2012 and shall notify it without delay of any 

subsequent amendment.  

(4) Economic instruments can play a crucial role in the achievement of objectives relating to the sustainable use of pesticides. 

The use of such instruments at the appropriate level should therefore be encouraged while stressing that individual Member 

States can decide on their use without prejudice to the applicability of the State aid rules.  

 No 

 


