
 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

New overview of data on chlorpyrifos residues in fruits strengthens health-case for EU-wide ban  

 

19 June 2019, Brussels - Chlorpyrifos, a pesticide known for its damaging effects on children’s brain 

development, is among the top 15 active substances most frequently found in European unprocessed 

food and prominently present in fruit. This is the conclusion of a new briefing published today, bringing 

together all official EU data on the analysis of 791 different pesticide residues [1].  

 

Chlorpyrifos is most often detected in citrus fruits: more than 1 out of 3 sampled grapefruits (39%) and 

lemons (36%), and 1 out of 4 sampled oranges (29%) and mandarins (25%) contained chlorpyrifos 

residues.  

 

The current authorisation of chlorpyrifos in the European Union is set to expire on 31 January 2020. 

Member States in charge of the safety assessment of this pesticide are among those countries where 

residues of the pesticide were most frequently detected in fruits. Spain, where roughly 1 in 5 sampled 

fruit, including 40% of oranges and 35% of mandarins, are contaminated with chlorpyrifos, is the 

rapporteur Member State assigned to oversee the re-authorisation dossier. Poland, acting as co-

rapporteur, tops the charts as the country with the highest contamination of chlorpyrifos in apples.  

 

Earlier this week, a series of investigative articles published by media outlets across Europe highlighted 

that the previous European market approval process of chlorpyrifos ignored hundreds of independent 

studies showing evidence of brain-harming effects [3]. The investigation also found that the EU approval 

was based on just one single study, that was commissioned by industry [4].     

 

Exposure to chlorpyrifos, even in small doses, can harm children’s brain development and hormonal 

systems. Scientists have linked it to decreases of IQ in children, working memory loss, endocrine 

disruption, autism and Parkinson’s Disease [5].  

 

Close to 200,000 have already raised their voices to demand a toxic-free future for farming and food [2]. 

This #BanChlorpyrifos petition - launched by international consumer watchdog SumOfUs, the Health and 

Environment Alliance (HEAL), Générations Futures, Ecologistas en Acción, and the European and German 



branches of the Pesticide Action Network - is pressuring European governments and the Commission to 

ban chlorpyrifos for good.  

 

QUOTES: 

 

Angeliki Lyssimachou, Science Policy Officer at Pesticide Action Network Europe says: “It’s outrageous 

that our regulatory system allows for neurotoxic chlorpyrifos, known to harm children’s brains, to be used 

on open fields and its residues to be present in our food. We call upon Regulators to ban chlorpyrifos at 

once and improve our pesticide authorisation system, which currently promotes dependency on toxic 

pesticides in agriculture threatening -rather than protecting- human health and the environment.” 

 

Génon K. Jensen, Executive Director at the Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) says: “Parents 

should not have to worry about harming their children’s health when feeding them fruits like oranges or 

mandarins, which show the highest levels of chlorpyrifos residues. The body of evidence on neurotoxicity 

of chlorpyrifos and chlorpyrifos-methyl is compelling. Chronic exposure to low doses such as residues in 

fruit is linked to a decrease in IQ and working memory loss in children, there should be zero tolerance. We 

call on national governments and the EU institutions to make the withdrawal of both substances a public 

health priority.” 

 

Nabil Berbour, Campaign Manager at SumOfUs says: “This toxic pesticide is harmful to children’s brain 

development and should have been banned a long time ago in Europe as revealed by a series of 

investigative pieces in the European press this week. It’s time for EU governments to put people’s health 

before the pesticide industry’s profits. In a petition launched by the #StopChlorpyrifos group, more than 

191,000 EU citizens urge them to do so.” 

 

Peter Clausing, Board member of Pesticide Action Network Germany says: “Chlorpyrifos represents a 

bold example that the EU’s risk assessment for neurotoxic effects is outdated and insufficient.” 

 

Contact: 

 

Angeliki Lyssimachou, Science Policy Officer at Pesticide Action Network Europe, angeliki@pan-

europe.org, tel.: +32 496 39 29 30 

 

Yannick Vicaire, Chemicals and Health Policy Campaigner at the Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL), 

yannick@env-health.org, tel.: 0033 (0) 608 755 015 

 

Nabil Berbour, Campaign Manager at SumOfUs, nabil@sumofus.org, tel.: +33 7 56 82 06 55    

 

Notes:  

[1] “Chlorpyrifos residues in fruits, the case for a EU-wide ban to protect consumers”, published June 

2019 by the Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) and Pesticide Action Network Europe. [LINK] 
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[2] SumOfUs petition: No more toxic chlorpyrifos in our food: https://actions.sumofus.org/a/chlorpyrifos 

(also available in German, Spanish and French). Campaign video: 

https://twitter.com/SumOfUs/status/1140606268157157376  

  

[3] This series of articles includes: 

-        Main portal (English): Investigative Reporting Denmark (https://www.ir-d.dk/chlorpyrifos/)  

-  In English: the EU Observer (https://euobserver.com/health/145146) 

-        In French:  Le Monde (https://www.lemonde.fr/planete/article/2019/06/17/chlorpyrifos-les-

dangers-ignores-d-un-pesticide-toxique_5477084_3244.html) 

-        In Dutch: Knack (https://www.knack.be/nieuws/belgie/europa-onderzoekt-verbod-op-

insectenvergif-dat-in-onze-voeding-opduikt/article-longread-1477255.html) 

-        In Spanish: El Confidencial (https://www.elconfidencial.com/tecnologia/ciencia/2019-06-

17/pesticia-agricultura-espana-peligro-ue-prohibicion_2073403/) 

 

[4] Safety of Safety Evaluation of Pesticides: developmental neurotoxicity of chlorpyrifos and 

chlorpyrifos-methyl. Mie, Rudén, Grandjean. Environ Health. 2018 Nov 16;17(1):77. doi: 

10.1186/s12940-018-0421-y https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30442131 

  

[5] Factsheet ‘EU should ban brain-harming chlorpyrifos to protect health’ (published August 2018 by 

the HEAL, PAN Europe, Générations Futures and PAN Germany). 

  

Infographic ‘Ban the toxic pesticide chlorpyrifos from our plates’ (published June 2019 by HEAL) 

https://www.env-health.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Ban-Chlorpyrifos-Infographic-v2.png 
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