
“Sustainable agriculture is possible, 
which is why I invite you to sign the 

Save Bees and Farmers European 
Citizens’ Initiative. It is a fundamental 

instrument of participatory democracy 
that allows European citizens to take 
an active part in EU policy and to ask 

the European Commission to address 
issues we care about. We have already 

been able to achieve this in the past 
and we will succeed again! 

I have signed, and you?”
Eleonora Evi – MEP  

(Non-attached Members)
Committee on the Environment, 

Public Health and Food Safety
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SAVE BEES AND FARMERS!SAVE BEES AND FARMERS!

PAN Europe’s actions on bees

After many months of preparations and 
after receiving the green light from the 
European Commission, the Save Bees 
and Farmers! ECI was of�cially registered 
in September 2019. On this occasion, an 
event was organised on the Schuman 
round-about in Brussels (in front of 
the EU Commission and Council) and a 
hand-over of an ECI letter was passed on 
to a member of the cabinet of Phil Hogan 
(former EC Agriculture Commissioner). 
The ECI signature collection of�cially 
kicked off in November, collecting 
over 10% of total signatures in 
just ten days since its launch!

The Save Bees and Farmers! ECI 
alliance holds the vision of a European 
Union in which agriculture is a vector 
of people’s well-being in terms of 
employment, health and biodiversity 
recovery. We wish to redevelop vibrant 
rural areas where small-scale farms 
provide decent employment while 
producing healthy food in balance 
with nature, enabling biodiversity 
to heal from the environmental 
disaster caused by the emission of 
agrochemicals on our land for decades.

If you share our vision,  
sign & share the ECI today at  
www.savebeesandfarmers.eu

   

PPAN EAN Europe’s actions on beesurope’s actions on bees
	+ PAN Europe lobbied Member 
States to obtain a ban on the 
neonicotinoid thiacloprid, in a 
victory for EU pollinators.

	+ PAN Europe and its members carried 
out active lobbying to obtain the 
implementation of the 2013 EFSA Bee 
Guidance Document, meeting the 
pesticide unit in DG SANTE as well 
as President Juncker’s agricultural 
attaché. Despite the European 
Parliament largely rejecting the 
decision of non-implementation, 
and voting a resolution asking 
the Commission to do more to 
protect bees, unfortunately a 
majority of Member States kept 
opposing its implementation.

	+ A signi�cant part of the anti-
neonicotinoids EU bee coalition have 
joined the ECI as well as PAN Europe 
members and the initiative allowed 
PAN to develop a collaboration 
with new strong European NGOs.

	+ PAN Europe has been very active on 
the Pollinators initiative throughout 
the year, working with a series of 
MEPs to push for the �nalisation of a 
resolution on the Pollinator initiative 
from DG ENVI before the closure of the 
legislature, actively exchanging with  
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“Highly toxic pesticides kill many 
(wild) bees and contribute to the loss 

of biodiversity. While the EU prohibits 
the use of some of the most dangerous 

synthetic pesticides, it still allows 
their export to non-EU countries, in 

blatant disregard of the precautionary 
principle. We cannot repair this 

damage with money. Sustainable, 
stable ecosystems, that are not 

weakened or disturbed by pesticides, 
are the sensible solution. That’s why 
PAN Europe’s citizens’ initiative is all 

the more important: let’s save our bees 
and with them also our farmers, our 

planet and our society - NOW.”
Sarah Wiener – MEP (Greens/EFA)
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	 DG ENVI to foster the production 

of a consistent report for the 
new EP legislature to vote on, 
and giving input to the Court of 
Auditors report on pollinators.

	+ On derogations to neonicotinoids,  
we informed the Standing Committee 
on phytopharmaceuticals of our 
standpoints and have carried out 
targeted actions in Belgium jointly with 
our member Nature&Progrès Belgique. 
We sent an Access To Document 
request to the European Commission to 
investigate neonicotinoid derogations 
given to sugar beets in Belgium. We 
initiated a legal action at Belgian 
level to oppose to the sugar beet 
neonicotinoid derogation. Following a 
second derogation provided to Belgian 
farmers for 2020, we sent an access 
to document request to the Belgian 
competent authority in view of  
another legal action.

	

Highlights in 2019Highlights in 2019
	+ The European Parliament vetoed 

a move by Member States and the 
European Commission to weaken EU 
rules protecting bee colonies from 
toxic pesticides (October 2019).

	+ In a resolution adopted in December 
2019, the European Parliament called 
on the EU executive Commission 
to beef up its Pollinators Initiative, 
saying EU-wide mandatory pesticide 
reduction targets are needed to 
halt the decline in species.

	+ In July 2019, EU Member States 
circumvented the EU ban on 
neonicotinoid pesticides to protect 
bees by refusing to support 
a Commission implementing 
decision to stop Romania and 
Lithuania from continuing to 
abuse the derogation system by 
issuing, year after year, emergency 
authorisations for neonicotinoids.

	+ Neonicotinoids and bees: Despite 
EU moratorium, INRA, CNRS and the 
Institut de l’Abeille found insecticides 
still detectable in staggering quantities

	+ France banned two US pesticides  
containing sulfoxalor, citing risk  
to bees

SAVE BEES AND FARMERS!SAVE BEES AND FARMERS!

Highlights in 2019

Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development,  
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety,  

Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection
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“We joined the Pesticide Free Towns 

network because we believe that 
even in a territory as small as ours, 

maintaining a strong focus on  
the quality of environmental  

interventions is an element of 
community awareness.”

Emanuele Rallo – Mayor of Oriolo Romano, Italy

“There is clear evidence that 
organophosphate pesticide exposure 

during pregnancy is linked to 
increased risk of neurodevelopmental 

disorders and IQ loss. 

Pesticide authorisation reform 
is urgently needed.” 

Barbara Demeneix  – Professeur Muséum 
National d’Histoire Naturelle, France

EU NETWORK OF  EU NETWORK OF  
PESTICIDE-FREE TOWNSPESTICIDE-FREE TOWNS

PAN Europe’s actions  
on pesticide-free towns

PPesticides are not only used 
in agriculture but also in 
the towns and cities. They 
are used in the green areas 
of schools, playgrounds, 
kindergartens, parks, 

private gardens, sports fields, sidewalks 
and cemeteries. While on one hand 
workers applying pesticides must wear 
protective clothing, on the other hand 
immediately after application kids and 
families come play, picnic, and lounge 
freely on the grass, where they come 
in direct contact with the pesticides.

There is no need for the use of pesticides 
in towns. This has been repeatedly 
proven by the many towns and cities that 
are already pesticide free. 70 percent 
of European citizens live in cities and 
citizens are increasingly concerned about 
the use of pesticides, showing there is 
a strong political and public interest to 
ban use of pesticides in public areas. 

While many towns and cities in Europe 
are already pesticide-free as part of a 
national regulation (e.g. France, Belgium 
and Luxemburg), there is a growing 
number of cities and towns across 
Europe who are individually working 
towards becoming pesticide-free, or 
interested in doing so. Going pesticide-
free not only helps to protect cities 
and towns’ people and environment, it 
is also fundamental in the transition 
to becoming a truly green city.

PAN EPAN Europe’s actions  urope’s actions  
on pesticide-free townson pesticide-free towns
Since 2015, PAN Europe has been 
running a campaign on Pesticide-Free 
Towns with a dedicated website in 8 
languages. More and more member 
states and municipalities around Europe 
are taking actions to ban the use of 
pesticides in public areas including 
cemeteries, sidewalks, parks, schools, 
kindergartens, sport fields, railways, to 
name a few. Towns making the effort 
to become pesticide-free represent 
a significant step in reducing our 
dangerous exposure to pesticides.

PAN Europe has continued spreading 
knowledge and good practices from 
across Europe on pesticide-free 
management of green public spaces and 
together with its members, continued 
inspiring and encouraging towns and 
cities to join the European Network 
of Pesticide Free Towns (Pesticide-
free-towns.info/towns-network) and 
become pesticide-free. The network has 
continued expanding welcoming more 
committed cities and towns in Italy, 
Portugal, Spain Estonia and Croatia. 

In June 2019, the European Committee of 
the Regions adopted an official opinion 
on the Commission’s roadmap “Towards 
a comprehensive European Union 
framework on endocrine disruptors”, 
criticizing the fact that no concrete 
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“Ending the use of pesticides in 
public areas and private gardens is 

just common sense. Since the ban of 
pesticide use in all non-agricultural 

areas in France, the law has been 
implemented without problems. In fact, 

80% of the population supports the 
pesticide ban. I very much appreciate 

working with PAN Europe for a full 
European ban on the non- 

agricultural use of pesticides.” 
Joel Labbé – French Senator 

Author of the law banning pesticides  
in public areas and private gardens

action plan or timetable to achieve 
progress in this area had been foreseen. 
As such, the rapporteur stressed the 
need for preventive action and local 
and regional representatives called on 
the European Commission to provide a 
higher level of protection from hazardous 
chemicals, highlighting some of the 
initiatives and concrete actions aimed 
at reducing exposure to endocrine 
disrupting chemicals, in order to protect 
in particular the most vulnerable groups 
in our society, that many EDC-Free Europe 
partners have launched over the years 
in partnership with local and regional 
authorities, including PAN Europe’s  
“EU Network of Pesticide-free towns”.

As part of its campaigning efforts 
for a ban on the use of pesticides in 
non-agricultural areas (both public 
and private), PAN Europe participated 
in the Labbé Law colloquium and 
Organic Cities Network Europe’s 
Proposals of Organic Cities.
 
HHighlights in 2019ighlights in 2019

	+ Helped the citizens of Malles, Italy 
with outreach on their study testing 
pesticides residues on playgrounds.

	+ Helped citizens of the Veneto 
region, Italy, who are victims of 
pesticide spraying and drift due 
to the massive production of 
Prosecco wine in the region.

	+ Continued helping our member 
organisation Marcia Stop Pesticidi 
by relaying citizens’ concerns about 
health and environmental protection 
from pesticides in the Veneto region 
of Italy (providing advice especially 
on the topic of stopping pesticide 
spraying around homes and schools). 
For the third year in a row, in 2019 this 
collaboration culminated in the 3rd 
Marcia Stop Pesticidi March, which 
saw the participation of hundreds 
of people across 3 Italian regions.

	+ Supported trying to block the Prosecco 
region from becoming a UNESCO 
heritage, as that would mean more 
people coming to the region for 
tourism in the future, and therefore 
more people being potentially sprayed

	+ Took part in the conference organised 
in Rome by Cambia la Terra ‘Liberi 
dai Pesticidi: l’Italia comincia dai 
Comuni’, promoting and showcasing 
pesticide-free urban realities (June).

	+ Participated in the “No Pesticides on 
my Plate” conference organised by 
Turkish member Bugday in Istanbul. 

EU NETWORK OF  EU NETWORK OF  
PESTICIDE-FREE TOWNSPESTICIDE-FREE TOWNS

Highlights in 2019
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https://www.edc-free-europe.org/articles/national-developments/cities-and-local-authorities-are-reducing-exposure-to-hormone-disruptors
https://www.edc-free-europe.org/articles/national-developments/cities-and-local-authorities-are-reducing-exposure-to-hormone-disruptors
https://www.joellabbe.fr/colloque-loi-labbe-bilan-perspectives/
https://www.pan-europe.info/press-releases/2019/05/children%E2%80%99s-playgrounds-contaminated-pesticides-apple-and-wine-orchards
https://www.pan-europe.info/press-releases/2019/05/children%E2%80%99s-playgrounds-contaminated-pesticides-apple-and-wine-orchards
https://www.pan-europe.info/blog/marching-pesticide-free-italy
https://www.pan-europe.info/blog/marching-pesticide-free-italy
https://www.pan-europe.info/blog/marching-pesticide-free-italy
https://www.pan-europe.info/sites/pan-europe.info/files/UNESCO%20-%20Presentation%20WorldHeritageWatch_NGO%20Forum%20Paris_19th_20th%20Jan%202020%20SINT%202%20Salvador.pdf
https://www.pan-europe.info/blog/free-pesticides-italy-begins-municipalities-conference-giving-voice-mayors
https://www.cambialaterra.it/2019/06/liberi-dai-pesticidi-litalia-comincia-dai-comuni/
https://www.cambialaterra.it/2019/06/liberi-dai-pesticidi-litalia-comincia-dai-comuni/
http://zehirsizsofralar.org/no-pesticides-on-my-plate/
http://zehirsizsofralar.org/no-pesticides-on-my-plate/
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Court cases and access  Court cases and access  
to justiceto justice

II
n February 2016, following a 
case filed by PAN Europe in 2013 
to the European Ombudsman 
(complaint 12/2013/MDC), 
Ombudsman published its 
decision accusing Commission’s 

Health Directory DG SANTE for 
“maladministration” one of the reason 
being giving authorization to pesticide 
active substances while important 
safety data are missing known as 
“confirmatory data procedure”. Another 
reason was the lack of important data 
related to environmental safety.
PAN Europe won a legal case at the 
European Court of Justice (Case T-51/15) 
against the EU Commission (DG Trade) in 
September 2016, for refusing to provide 
access to documents with information 
on endocrine disrupting chemicals 
(EDCs). The Luxembourg court rejected 
EU Commission’s overused argument 
of “an ongoing policy” to deny the right 
for the public to access documents of 
Community institutions and bodies.

According to the Court, these are 
“general, vague and imprecise claims” 
and miss the overall objective of the Reg. 
1367/2006 to create “an even closer union 
among the peoples of Europe, in which 
decisions are taken as openly as possible 
and as closely as possible to the citizens”.

PAN Europe and Greenpeace Netherlands 
finally won the case In November 2016 
against the European Commission  
(C-673/13 P, in appeal), which had started 
in 2011, for refusing to provide the 
documents related to the assessment 
of glyphosate (toxicity testing of the 
active ingredient and the formulas of 
the tested products). The European 
Court of Justice confirmed that this is 
“information which relates to emissions 
into the environment” and should 
be provided by the Commission.

According to the EU’s access to 
documents laws, public authorities, 
including the EU institutions, cannot 
disclose information that would harm 
the commercial interests of a third party 
unless there is an overriding public 
interest in doing so. According to the 
court’s decision if the information relates 
to emissions into the environment, there 
is an irrebuttable presumption that 
disclosure is in the public interest.

In 2019, PAN Europe submitted a new 
complaint to the EU Ombudsman because 
the Commission did not follow through 
on its promise to the Ombudsman to 
reduce the confirmatory information 
derogations. The Ombudsman combined 
this complaint with the previous one 
and proceeded to asking Commission 
and EFSA for comment, allowing PAN 
Europe to comment on the comment. 
A verdict is expected in 2020.

“Supporting the European Citizens’ 
Initiative Save bees and farmers is 

essential because three quarters of 
food crops depend on pollination: the 

programmed disappearance of wild 
pollinators is an existential threat. But 

pesticide-free agriculture is possible. 
Biological control methods, using 

crop combinations, have already 
proven their effectiveness. It is 

urgent to make this agro-ecological 
transition, for the health of soils and 

plants, and for our own health.”
Olivier De Schutter – former UN Special 

Rapporteur on the Right to Food
Co-Chair of the International  

Panel of Experts
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ACCESS TO JUSTICE  ACCESS TO JUSTICE  
& CONFLICT OF INTEREST& CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Regarding access to court, based on 
the negative response PAN Europe 
received from the European Court of 
Justice in 2019, the Aarhus compliance 
committee decided that the rules are 
badly implemented by the European 
Commission, and asked the European 
Commission to align its legislation with 
the Aarhus convention . PAN Europe 
actively contributed to the development 
of a report on the implementation 
of the Aarhus regulation by the 
European Commission4. PAN Europe 
also had successful court cases on 
access to documents in 2019.

As a follow-up to the results of 
the successful ‘Stop Glyphosate’ 
European Citizens’ Initiative, it was 
decided that toxicity studies from 
pesticides application dossiers will 
be opened up, and are expected to 
be made available in March 2021.

In 2019, new court cases were initiated at 
national levels. PAN Europe started court 
cases in the Netherlands on pesticide 
combination toxicity, on formulations 
that are not tested and on comparative 
risk assessment. Another Dutch case was 
initiated to challenge the authorisation 
of a pesticide containing a bee-toxic 
insectide, Sulfoxaflor. The authorisation  
 
4 https://www.milieu.be/study-on-the-eu-im-
plementation-of-the-aarhus-convention/

was based on an outdated guidance 
document from 2002 while a newer 
version from 2013, that is more protective 
to bees, was available. A court case was 
launched at Belgian level to question the 
provision of derogations for the use of 
banned neonicotinoids on sugar beets.

PAN Europe has kept supporting the 
European Commission in the appeal 
case from Bayer against the restrictions 
on the use of neonicotinoids on bee-
attractive crops in 2013. The hearing 
and verdict are expected in 2020.

CConflict of interestonflict of interest
The risk assessment of and decision-
making on chemicals in the European 
Union have to be based on current 
scientific and technical knowledge. 
This rule must be respected particularly 
during the implementation of the EU 
Regulations by the European Commission 
in the final decision taking, as is the 
case for the approval of pesticides. The 
best available science should be used to 
protect EU citizens and the environment 
against the harm that chemicals may 
cause. This is what European law 
mandates and what people expect 
from regulators; therefore, this is what 
the EU Commission should deliver.

“As local authorities we need the 
support of the EU to implement bans 

on pesticides in order to protect 
biodiversity and health of our citizens. 

In Mals, we have set off on a journey 
to become a pesticide free town, we 

held a referendum and vast majority 
of people here stated that they wanted 
to live in a town without pesticides. We 

have had a lot of hurdles and removed a 
lot obstacles on our journey in order to 

implement the pesticide ban.”

Ulrich Veith – Mayor of Mals, South Tyrol, Italy
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Nevertheless, for several risk assessment 
methodologies (the criteria and (test) 
methods that are the basis for decision-
making) it has been demonstrated 
that science can be twisted and 
turned. Industry lobby organizations 
as well as industry-linked experts 
have managed to impose their views 
regarding risk assessment, influencing 
European risk assessment on food, as 
revealed by PAN Europe in the past.

In May 2019, thanks to the disclosure of a 
haul of over 600 secret documents that 
PAN Europe managed to obtain after a 
two-year legal battle, top EU officials 
were found trying to protect chemicals 
and farming interests from incoming EU 
rules that were expected to directly ban 
up to 32 endocrine disrupting pesticides. 
The secret papers, released by order 
of European Court of Justice, show an 
internal struggle to define scientific 
criteria for identifying and banning EDC 
pesticides. Outnumbered environment 
and research department officials are 
seen resisting attempts by agriculture, 
enterprise, industry and even health 
department officials to water down the 
criteria by introducing non-scientific 
factors, such as farming profitability.
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“The only way to make sure that EU laws regulating the use of chemical 
products like pesticides and herbicides are being upheld, is to remain 

vigilant and to create a counter lobby. As a politician I therefore consider 
it as my task to work together closely with civil society, independent 

scientists, farmers and citizens to make sure European regulations 
are respected and properly implemented. Their expertise has been a 

great help in my work in the Special Committee that has investigated 
the authorisation procedure of pesticides. Given the current toxic 
agricultural system and the short term profits for agro-chemical 

multinationals linked to that, we need to connect and work together. 
This is crucial for protecting the general interest, public health and 

biodiversity on the longer term. The knowledge and expertise of 
organisations like PAN are vital to be able to win battles ahead.” 

Bart Staes – MEP for Flanders/Belgium (2014-2019)  
Co-rapporteur for the PEST Committee on the EU pesticide authorisation procedure

27



“Here in Ozalji we are convinced 
that managing urban green spaces 

without the use of chemistry is 
not a utopia. That is why we have 

joined the European Pesticide Free 
Towns network. Belonging to a 

European network is very important 
to spread this message to the rest of 

Croatia and the whole of Europe.”
Gordana Lipšinić – Mayor of the 

pesticide-free town of Ozalji,  Croatia
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OTHER WORK AREAS /  OTHER WORK AREAS /  

WORK RESULTS OF  WORK RESULTS OF  
RELEVANCE IN 2019RELEVANCE IN 2019

Biodiversity
II

n 2019, PAN Europe is  
proud to have contributed to:

	+�	 Protecting the hazard-based Protecting the hazard-based 
approach of the pesticide approach of the pesticide 
risk assessment procedurerisk assessment procedure, 
setting aside introduction of 
socioeconomic elements

	 The hazard-based approach in 
pesticide regulation is now a top 
priority in the political agenda of EU 
institutions, and the importance to 
implement the Precautionary principle 
and PPPR has been highlighted. 

	+�	 Reducing derogationsReducing derogations 
by Member States

	+ The Commission has started taking 
measures against the abuse of 
derogations in Member States (e.g. 
emergency use), as was famously 
the case of Romania and Lithuania.

	+�	 Establishing serious data Establishing serious data 
requirementsrequirements with further testing 
in the EU chemicals assessments

	 The lack of testing in chemicals 
assessment and the need to develop 
new test methods and implement 
fully the current ones to fill in the 
gaps of knowledge in relation to 
endocrine disruptors (EDCs) are 
now among  the goals committed to 
by the new European Commission 
(eg fitness check of EDCs).

	+�	 Achieving pesticide taxationAchieving pesticide taxation in 
Germany, France, Belgium, Czech 
Republic, Estonia, and Sweden

	+ Pushing the European Commission 
to release, for the first time ever, release, for the first time ever, 
information about pesticide use information about pesticide use 
statisticsstatistics across Europe (crucial for 
proper implementation of the SUD). 

	+ Pushing the European Commission  
to enforce SUD implementation 
more firmly. 

BiodiversityBiodiversity
Reducing pesticide dependency is 
vital for the protection of biodiversity. 
Industrial agriculture has been identified 
as a major driver of biodiversity loss. 
Pesticides are a cornerstone of intensive 
food production and their use has a major 
effect on biological diversity, alongside 
habitat loss and climate change. They can 
have short-term toxic effects on directly 
exposed organisms, and long-term effects 
can result from changes to the food chain 
or food resources. Policy intervention and 
greater coherence are urgently needed!
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“In documenting the story of the 
“pesticide-free town” of Mals in 

the Italian Alps, I found both the 
staff and the written materials of 

PAN-EU to be critical resources 
for my book research.”

Philip Ackerman-Leist, Professor  
of Sustainable Agriculture & Food Systems 

and Author of A Precautionary Tale: How One 
Small Town Banned Pesticides, Preserved Its 

Food Heritage, and Inspired a Movement

In 2019, PAN Europe: 
	+ Worked together with scientists 

to develop a position on how 
to improve environmental risk 
assessment for pesticides, reaching 
out to DG SANTE, meeting with civil 
servants, and giving suggestions 
of independent experts involved.  

	+ Conducted an investigation and 
wrote a position paper on Specific 
Protection Goals (SPGs) for pesticides 
released in the environment and 
work of EFSA on ecosystem services, 
raising concerns on the involvement 
of industry in the process.

	+ Effectively brought the voice of civil 
society in the ongoing discussions with 
the DG SANTE, EFSA and the Member 
States on the improvement of pesticide 
environmental risk assessment and the 
impact of pesticides on ecosystems. 
This work will continue in 2020. 

The work of PAN Europe and other civil 
society organisations in 2019 significantly 
contributed to making the protection 
of biodiversity a high priority in the 
political agenda, as was confirmed in the 
European Green Deal published by the 
new Commission, which recognises the 
impact of pesticides on water and soil. 

This impact will be particularly addressed 
under the EU Green Deal’s Biodiversity 
strategy 2030 and “zero pollution 
action plan for water, air and soil”.     

Highlights in 2019Highlights in 2019
	+ PAN Europe contributed to the 

European Commission consultation 
on its EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy, 
which was published in early 2020 
setting forth highly ambitious targets.

	+ In May 2019, PAN Europe organised 
the highly successful conference 
‘Pesticides, biodiversity loss and 
agronomic solutions’ that gathered 
academics, scientific and policy 
experts as well as members of 
the European Commission.

WaterWater
Protecting and maintaining pristine the 
conditions of our bodies of water from 
pesticides is crucial, as these can easily 
be contaminated by pesticides through 
leeching, spray drift, seepage and runoff, 
causing serious human health and 
environmental damage. That is why PAN 
Europe has maintained the protection of 
water a high priority in its work in 2019.

OTHER WORK AREAS /  OTHER WORK AREAS /  
WORK RESULTS OF  WORK RESULTS OF  

RELEVANCE IN 2019RELEVANCE IN 2019

Highlights in 2019
Water
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/european-green-deal-communication_en.pdf
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“We have a Christmas tree farm 

surrounded by huge agricultural fields. 
Some of these fields are over 250 

acres in size. We grow mature trees 
next to young trees and mix a range 
of different types and varieties. Our 
plantation is surrounded by hedges 

with rich flora and fauna. Since about 
ten years ago we have observed 

intensification in the use of pesticides 
on the surrounding fields, associated 

with plough-less tillage and non-
compliance of balanced crop rotation. 

We have informed our neighbour 
farmers (conventional farmers) about 

the damage to our fruits, vegetables 
and Christmas trees caused by the use 

of pesticides. We have also documented 
the damage. The bird population is 

dwindling, and bees are now very rare.” 
Johannes Meisser – Farmer, Schwerin, Germany

The work of PAN Europe in 2019 
contributed significantly to highlighting 
the need to implement the Water 
Framework Directive (WFD, 2000/60/EC) 
for European water bodies to achieve 
good ecological status. PAN Europe 
succeeded in highlighting the need to 
address the impact of pesticides on 
European water resources at political 
level, which was reflected in the fitness 
check of WFD (where our contribution 
was specifically mentioned) and 
discussions on the revision of the 
Drinking Water Directive (DWD). 

PAN Europe also contributed to the 
full and rigorous implementation of 
the WFD by providing clear targets, 
guidelines and standards to reduce the 
presence of harmful pesticides and 
to achieve a good ecological status 
in all European water bodies, also 
tackling the aquatic contamination 
by endocrine disrupting pesticides.

As a result, the fitness check 
conclusions indicated that the 
directive is fit for purpose and was 
an important tool for Member States 
to enforce its implementation.  
We were successful in obtaining 
high standards of protection 
from pesticide (including EDCs) 
contamination in drinking water, as 
a strict threshold was set both for 
individual pesticides and mixtures.

Moreover, PAN Europe addressed the 
need to have coherent implementation 
of environmental protection from 
pesticides across all legislative 
sectors, integration the objectives 
of the PPPR, the WFD, and the DWD. 
This is now addressed in the European 
Commission’s European Green Deal.

OTHER WORK AREAS /  OTHER WORK AREAS /  
WORK RESULTS OF  WORK RESULTS OF  

RELEVANCE IN 2019RELEVANCE IN 2019
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https://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/fitness_check_of_the_eu_water_legislation/documents/Water%20Fitness%20Check%20-%20SWD(2019)439%20-%20web.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/fitness_check_of_the_eu_water_legislation/documents/Water%20Fitness%20Check%20-%20SWD(2019)439%20-%20web.pdf


“Polden-Puckham Charitable 
Foundation are pleased to fund  

PAN Europe’s essential work 
– it is clear that a wholesale 
change towards low impact 

methods of farming is 
needed and PAN Europe 

is facilitating that change 
through educating policy-

makers on viable alternatives 
to damaging pesticides.” 

Christine Oliver
Polden-Puckham Charitable Foundation
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How is How is PAN EPAN Europe financedurope financed

PP
AN Europe gratefully 
acknowledges support 
from the Life programme of 
the European Commission 
Directorate-General for 
Environment, European 

Commission DG Development 
Cooperation and also from the 
following donors: to work on chemicals 
from The European Environment and 
Health Initiative-EEHI and Marisla 
Foundation; on agriculture and food 
from Polden-Puckham Charitable 
Foundation, Léa Nature, among others.
 

Find the full list of PAN Europe’s  
members here.

Organisational development Organisational development 
with and for our memberswith and for our members
PAN Europe continuously develops 
strategies, identifies ways and undertakes 
actions to strengthen the organisational 
structure to allow PAN Europe to show 
its effectiveness externally, increase 
visibility, and improve members’ 
engagement. PAN Europe brings together 
a diversity of European organisations 
working to replace the use of hazardous 
pesticides. We place real emphasis on 
supporting our members and working 
to foster greater cooperation among 
the network. Our network unites 
46 member organisations. In 2019, 
we further expanded our network 
welcoming new members from Turkey, 
Spain, Italy, France and the EU level.

“I am a member of PAN Europe 
because I’m deeply concerned 

about the havoc to the land 
and to living creatures caused 

by industrialised, chemically 
based agriculture.” 

Margaret Schooling – Retired Teacher 
Individual Member of PAN Europe

INSIDE PAN EUROPEINSIDE PAN EUROPE

How is PAN Europe financed

Organisational development  
with and for our members
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https://www.pan-europe.info/about-us/member-organisations
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FB pan europe
TWITTER @europepan
INSTAGRAM pan.europe
YOUTUBE paneuropeinfo you tube channel
NEWSLETTER SIGN UP pan-europe.info 
BECOME A PAN-Europe member: 
pan-europe.info/individual-memberships 
PAN-Europe is a registered non-profit organisation: 
pan-europe.info/support-us pan-europe.info 

PAN Europe gratefully acknowledges the financial support from the European Union, European Commission, DG Development Cooperation, DG Environment, Life+ programme.  
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