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European Parliament and #StopGlyphosate coalition to challenge European Commission
over glyphosate renewal

Brussels, 20 November 2017 - Representatives of the #StopGlyphosate European Citizens’
Initiative will present their demands at a hearing in the European Parliament at 3:30 pm today.
EU commissioner for health and food safety Vytenis Andriukaitis will present an opening and
closing statement at the meeting. This hearing comes one week before the final vote by EU
governments on the future of glyphosate, which follows a number of failed attempts by the
Commission to renew the EU glyphosate licence, most recently for a proposed five years.

Over one million people across Europe have demanded a ban on glyphosate, more transparent
and independent EU risk assessments of pesticides, and an overall reduction in pesticide use.
The European Commission officially received their petition on 6 October. The European
Parliament has also called for a full glyphosate ban within five years, starting with a partial ban
this year.

Commenting before the hearing, PAN Europe environmental toxicologist Angeliki Lysimachou
said: “It's time for the Commision to listen to its citizens, ban glyphosate and set clear EU
mandatory targets for pesticide use reduction and adoption of alternative methods in pest
management. This is fundamental for the protection of humans, the environment and future of
food production from the harmful effects of these chemicals”.

The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) has recognised serious environmental risks linked
to glyphosate, such as high long-term risk to birds and mammals from common uses such as
spraying before planting or before cereal harvesting. The European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)
has classified glyphosate as “toxic to aquatic life with long lasting effects”.

Both agencies have said glyphosate is unlikely to cause cancer. However, the World Health
Organisation’s cancer research agency (IARC) has classified it as a “probable” cause of cancer.

Last week EU health commissioner Andriukaitis said the EU could not phase out glyphosate as
the Parliament recommended because there were “no legal grounds” and because the
Commission would risk fines and being taken to court.


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/132169/draft-programme-eci-glyphosate-20-11-2017%202.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/safety/docs/app-comm_gmffer_20171127_agenda.pdf
http://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/en/News/2017/EU-governments-reject-Commission-push-for-glyphosate/
http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative/public/initiatives/successful/details/2017/000002
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2017-0395&format=XML&language=EN
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/4302
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/4302
https://echa.europa.eu/-/glyphosate-not-classified-as-a-carcinogen-by-echa
http://www.iarc.fr/en/media-centre/iarcnews/pdf/MonographVolume112.pdf
http://www.iarc.fr/en/media-centre/iarcnews/pdf/MonographVolume112.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20171113-1900-COMMITTEE-AGRI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2017-0395&format=XML&language=EN

EU pesticide rules require that pesticides do not harm human health and “have no unacceptable
effects on the environment”. It also states that any decision on the renewal or non-renewal of an
active substance should take into account the scientific evaluation by EFSA, scientific
uncertainties that persist (precautionary principle) and “other factors legitimate to the matter”.

For more information on the glyphosate decision-making process, please refer to this timeline.
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For our latest news and comment on EU affairs here>>

PAN Europe is an NGO working to minimise negative effects of pesticides and replace the use
of hazardous chemicals with ecologically sound alternatives.


http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32009R1107&from=en
http://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/Global/eu-unit/reports-briefings/2017/20171115_BR_glyphosate_timeline_update.pdf
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