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To                                                                                                                                            
Belgian Presidency of the Environment Council                                                                                              
Joke Schauvliege                                                                                                             
Flemish Minister for Environment, Nature and Culture                                                  
Koolstraat 35 bus 5 

BE-1000 Brussels                                                                                                                  

 

 

Brussels, 14.12.2010 
Urgent recommendations concerning the biocide regulation   

 

Dear minister, 

On 20 December 2010 the Environment Council will agree on its position on the EU biocide regula-
tion. This legislative initiative is of high importance for the protection of human health and the envi-
ronment because it regulates the authorisation and use of more than 50.000 products in Europe. 
Many of these products are sold for consumers and they often contain substances which are haz-
ardous for human health, particularly for vulnerable groups, and the environment. 

The signed ennvironmental and health NGOs are committed for a regulation that effectively tackles 
the current shortcomings of biocides- management in Europe. The law should strengthen the protec-
tion level for consumers and the biodiversity. 

We are concerned that many EU member states want to allow (highly) hazardous biocides on the 
market when establishing vague derogations and when leaving out a mandatory and efficient regime 
which prioritises sufficient and less hazardous alternatives for the same purpose.   

We therefore ask you to table following amendments for Council’s considerations:  

• Highly hazardous active substances such as carcinogenic, endocrine disruptive and environ-
mental toxic ingredients shouldn’t be used. Derogations shall only be applied in case of a seri-
ous danger and if there is no effective and non-toxic alternative available for the same pur-
pose. Please support the previous Council’s draft on Article 5 (2) a) from 13 October 2010. 
Please support additional preconditions for Article 5 (2) as suggested by the EP resolution. 
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• Please ensure that (developmental) immuno- and neurotoxic active substances are substituted 
in order to protect vulnerable groups (amend Article 9 (1) accordingly). 

• Biocidal Products of concern shall be replaced by facilitating the development of sound prod-
ucts and approaches. Please ensure the establishing of substitution plans in Article 21. 

• An Union authorisation of biocidal products must be accompanied with EU-wide standards for 
the use phase. Please support an expeditious initiative for a Community Framework on the 
sustainable use of biocides (amend Article 15 or 33, respectively). 

• National competent authorities shall have the flexibility to refuse problematic products that in-
clude Article 5 or 9 active substances. Please amend Article 29 (3) and 35 (4) accordingly.   

• Problematic products which are water toxic or problematic for vulnerable groups shall be ade-
quately evaluated and not authorised for wholesale. Please reject Article 16 (4) a and amend 
Article 21 (d).  

• Please ensure that biocides in nano-form are not authorised as long as no adequate risk as-
sessment methods are made available for them (amend Article 77). At least, please support a 
specific labelling for products that contain nano-biocides (amend Article 47 and 58). 

Please do not hesitate to contact us for more information. We have elucidated our suggestions on 
the biocide regulation in detailed recommendations. 1 

 

In advance we should be most grateful if you would consider our recommendations and if you would 
inform your colleagues in the Environment Council about our letter as well. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 http://www.pan-germany.org/gbr/project_work/biocide_policy_europe.html 
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Carina Weber                                                                   

(Executive Director PAN Germany) 

 
              Gergely Simon 

          (President PAN Europe) 

 
This letter is also supported by:  

Bird Life International, 

CEPTA Slovakia,  

European Environmental Bureau (EEB), 

Fédération Inter-Environnement Wallonie,  

Health Care Without Harm Europe (HCWH), 

Levego Munkacsoport,  

Mouvement pour le Droit et le Respect des Générations
Futures (MDRGF), 

Pesticide Action Network UK and 

Women in Europe for a Common Future (WECF) 
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Contacts: 

Pesticide Action Network Germany                       
Christian Schweer (Biocide Coordinator EU) 
Nernstweg 32 
22765 Hamburg, Germany 
Tel. + 49 40-399 19 10-27 
Fax + 49 40 -399 19 10 -30 
christian.schweer@pan-germany.org 
www.pan-germany.org 

PAN Europe 
Gergely Simon 
Rue de la Pépinière 1  
B-1000, Brussels 
Tel. +36 14110509 
gergely@pan-europe.info 
www.pan-europe.info 

BirdLife International 
Boris Barov  
(Conservation Manager) 
Avenue de la Toison d’Or 67 
1060 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel. +32 2 280 08 30 
boris.barov@birdlife.org 
www.europe.birdlife.org 

CEPTA - Centre for Sustainable Alternatives 
Daniel Lesinsky 
Nogradyho 39 
96001 ZVOLEN 
Slovakia 
Tel. + 421 905581076 
lesinsky@changenet.sk 

EEB - European Environmental Bureau 
Federation of Environmental Citizens Organisa-
tions 
Louise Duprez 
Policy Officer - Air, Nanotechnology and Noise 
Bd. de Waterloo 34 
B-1000 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: +32 2 289 1307 
www.eeb.org 

Fédération Inter-Environnement Wallonie 
Valérie Xhonneux 
150 associations au service de l'environnement 
6 Bld du Nord 
5000 Namur, Belgium 
Tel. +32 81/25 52 92 
v.xhonneux@iewonline.be 
www.iewonline.be 
 

Health Care Without Harm Europe 
Anja Leetz 
Rue de la Pépinière 1,  
1000 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel switchboard: +32 2503 3137 
Tel direct: +49 6224 994871 
Mobile: +49 175 732 0657 
Fax: + 32 2402 3042 
Email: anja.leetz@hcwh.org   
http://www.noharm.org/europe 
 

Mouvement pour le Droit et le Respect des Gé-
nérations Futures  
François Veillerette & Angelo San Filippo 
32 rue de Paradis 
2ème Etage - Local 211 
75010 Paris, France 
M° Gare du Nord 
Tel/fax: +33 1 45 79 07 59 
Port: 06 87 56 27 54 
mdrgf2@wanadoo.fr 
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Levego Muncacsoport 
Gergely Simon 
Office: 1075 Budapest, Károly krt. 3/a. 
Hungary 
Tel.: + 36 1 411-0509, 411-0510 
Fax: + 36 1 266-0150 
www.levego.hu 
 

Pesticide Action Network UK 
Nick Mole (Policy Officer) 
Development House 
56-64 Leonard Street 
London EC 2 A 4L T 
United Kingdom 
Tel. + 44 20 7065 0905 
nickmole@pan-uk.org 
www.pan-uk.org 

Uppsala University hospital 
Clinical Microbiology,  
Eva Haxton 
Dag Hammarskjölds väg 17, 
SE-751 85 Uppsala 
Tel.: + 46 18 611 90 97 
Fax.: + 46 18 55 73 01 
E-mail: Eva.Haxton@medsci.uu.se 
Home page: www.medsci.uu.se 

Women in Europe for a Common Future 
Elisabeth Ruffinengo (Advocacy Officer) 
1 Place de l’Eglise St André 
74100 Annemasse, France 
Tel/fax: + 33 (0)4 50 49 97 38 
elisabeth.ruffinengo@wecf.eu 
www.wecf.eu 

 

 

 

 


