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Coop DK is Denmark’s largest retailer 

of fast moving consumer goods.

1200 shops (supermarket, small 

hypermarkets) 

Coop has approximately 38,000 

employees in total

Coop Danmark A/S is owned by more 

than 1,2 million members (the Danish 

population is approx. 5.5 million)



Coop Danmark A/S Market Share



Coop 

hypermarkets, 

supermarkets 

and discount 

stores cover the 

entire country
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Coop´s demands extra requirements for chemicals, 

safety and quality, because:

To secure highest 
level of safety for 

consumer and 
environment

To give consumer 
opportunity for a 

responsible 
choice

Reputation: To 
protect our 

private label and 
goodwill

To maintain role 

as a first mover in 

the market
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When possibility 

for safe 

substitution

When the 

legislation is 

imprecise (or too 

slow)

When early warnings 

are solid and use of 

precautionary 

principle is relevant

When there are 

consumer concern, 

authorities or from 

NGOs



HOW:
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Dialog with 

authorities, NGO 

and experts

Based on solid 

scientific 

evidence

Use of 

precautionary 

principle
Risk assessment
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Sale pesticides and moss in DK
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100 water wells closes every year caused by pollution

Private consumers are not educated to deal with 

pesticides

The use has “only” purpose for beautiful appearance

There are environmental friendly alternatives
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2006: Ban of the most harmful (but 

legal) pesticides

2008: Only allowed to sell “ready-

to-use” pesticides

2013: Last season Coop bought 

pesticides 

2014, March: Total ban. 10.000 

bottles was destroyed. Press 

release. Very good respons from 

NGO, customers and authorities.

http://multimedia.pol.dk/archive/00831/RB_PLUS__Salget_af__831645a.jpg
http://multimedia.pol.dk/archive/00831/RB_PLUS__Salget_af__831645a.jpg
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Press release together with Environmental Minister

Very positive and massive attention in the media
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STOP pesticides: Coop are proud to be frontrunner

Also ban for care and maintenance for stores outdoor 

areas, like parking spot and lawn.

We are continuously challenged for our decision

We are taking strong position and are pushing green 

development

Communication is very important !




