Does European pesticide policy’ protect
our health?
Discussion, group: B

Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Europe conference,
7-9 November 2005

Krakow, Poland
Catherine Wattiez, Dr.Sc.
Belgian member of the PAN Europe pesticides WG,

Pesticides and healthi problems:
epidemiologicalllink (2)

The Ontario College of Family Phy s, after completion of a sytema
review of pesticides human health effects, urge for exposure reduction.

‘this [Systematic] Review [of Pesticide Human Health Effects] does not
help to indicate which pesticides are particularly harmfull. Exposure
to all commonly used pesticides phenoxyherbicides,
organophosphates, carbamates, triazines and pyrethrins have shown
positive associations with adverse health effects. The litterature does
not support the concept that some pesticides are safer than other; it
simply points to different health effects with different latency periods
for the different classes.’ and that ... our message to patients should
focus on reduction of exposure to all pesticides rather than targetting
specific pesticides or classes.’

(Sanborn et al 2004, ch.11)

The PPP' autorisation Directive 91/414/EEC:
healthi risk assessment is not properly evaluated

Risk a ment is the basis for incls tive list of each active
substances accepted at EU level , but ssessment is not properly
evaluated as evaluation of both toxicity and exposure are inadequate.
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The pesticide authorisation Directive
(91/414/EEC): PAN E demands; (1)

exclusion ctiti fi

or suspected endocrine disruptors, or giving rise to similar level of concern
tent, or bioaccumulative
or on priority lists of other EU legislations and/or international Conventions
ratified by the EU
Better evaluation of risk assessment
- need to include additional tests (specific tests for EDCs,
systematic tests for immunotoxicity and neurotoxicity, more
specific tests for developmental neurotoxicity / immunotoxicity /
endocrine disruption/ reproductive toxicity)
- need for systematic review of the scientific litterature
- need to consider possible combined effects, inert ingredients and
formulated products (eco)toxicities
- need to better evaluate exposure, including aggregate exposure
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Tihe pesticide authorisation Directive
(91/414/EEC): PANIE demands) (2)

Substitution towards least toxic products and alternative pest
control

g efinition of IPM/ICM
« Proper use » concept to include IPM/ICM

Reinforcement o
mation and d

Improved controls on implementation

Reservations about zonal registration of products

Conclusions: (2)

sment have to be re Precautionary

dependency /use reduction in Europe
‘Estimates should be made of the very large gap between the current
icity testing guidelines and those required to adequately assess
from all important and relevant impacts on humans,
vildlife and eco-systems; from all relevant exposure opportun
across all relevant time windows; with all relevant dose regimes;
supported by all necessary monitoring and modelling of likely
exposures; and with sufficient statistical power to detect all
unacceptable impacts. The large costs of filling that information
gap should then be estimated and widely publicised. Society could
then agree on the more cost effective precautionary and proxy
measures that are needed to compensate for the absence of
adequate information in order to strike a better balance between
economic activity and the hazards arising from it.’
(Reprosafe conference, 2-3 October 2003 “Reproductive toxicology and chemicals: a matter
of timing? p.12, hosted by the EEA and organised by Reprosafe, a research programme

supported by the Swedish EPA)
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