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PAN Europe and N&M 
launch legal challenge to 
new MRLs  

On 28 August 2008, PAN 
Europe and Natuur en Milieu 
launched a joint legal 
challenge aimed at blocking 
substantial increases in the 
level of pesticides allowed in 
food produce. According to an 
analysis by Global 2000, 
Commission Regulation 
149/2008, which sets 
Maximum Residue Levels for 
food products, could see two 
thirds of legal limits on 
pesticides greatly relaxed.  
    ‘The Commission has failed 
on its obligation to set legal 
limits at the lowest achievable 
level’, said Hans Muilerman, 
spokesperson for Natuur en 
Milieu.  

‘Legal action is now 
necessary to force a rethink’.     
    The joint challenge by 
PAN Europe and Natuur en 
Milieu follows a decision by 
DG SANCO issued 1 July to 
deny the NGOs’ request for 
an Internal Review of the 
new Regulation (see PAN 
Europe Newsletter: Summer 
2008). PAN Europe and 
Natuur en Milieu will now ask 
the Court of First Instance to 
annul the Commission’s 
decision and force DG 
SANCO to re-examine the 
legitimacy of the incoming 
MRL protocols. 
    A study by Greenpeace/ 
Global 2000 published on the 
same day identified several 
hundred residue limits that 
are rendered unsafe by new 
legislation – under the EU’s 
own safety standards and 
methodologies. In particular 
the consumption of apples, 
pears, grapes, tomatoes and 
peppers could now pose 
health risks for children. ‘By 
raising the legal limits the 
European Commission 
expects us to put up with 
more and more pesticides in 
our food. Children should be 
safe to eat as much fruit and 

vegetables as they like. The 
EU must revise these unsafe 
residue limits immediately,’ 
demanded Greenpeace 
chemicals expert, Ulrike 
Kallee.  
      

A network getting 
noticed… 

News of the joint legal 
challenge was carried by 
media outlets across the 
European Union. Francois 
Veillerette (MDRGF) gave 
interviews to TF1, and Radio 
France International (RFI) 
while the story was also 
reported by Le Monde and 
Liberation. Janos Pal 
(Levego) gave interviews to 
Hungarian media outlets: 
Ózd Városi TV, Sláger radio, 
Rádióplusz, Szent István 
radio, and Klubrádió. In Italy, 
Francesco Ferrante and Rina 
Guadagnini (Legambiente) 
spoke with Corriere della 
sera Radio, Econews, 
Radiocapital and EcoRadio 
while Daniel Lesinsky 
(CEPTA) was interviewed by 
National Radio in Slovakia. 
Newspapers in Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland, Belgium 
Luxembourg and Slovenia 
also covered the story.  

 
     

Briefings to the 
European Parliament  
In September, PAN Europe 
issued a series of briefings 
designed to better inform 
Members of the European 
Parliament with regard to the  
 

 

     

proposal for Regulation and 
Framework Directive on 
pesticides. These documents 
are essential in dispelling the 
increasingly hysterical claims 
of the pesticides industry, 
while at the same time  

    

     

highlighting the need for 
tougher EU legislation on the 
authorisation and use of 
pesticides. The ENVI 
committee is scheduled to 
vote on both pieces of 
legislation on 5 November. 
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From left, clockwise: Hans Muilerman (Natuur en Milieu), Emelie Hansson 
(SSNC), Daniel Lesinsky (CEPTA) and Monica Guarinoni (HEAL) 
    
     

PAN Europe’s Annual 
Network Conference 

Hosted by Brussels-based 
‘Health and Environment 
Alliance’ (HEAL), this year’s 
PAN Europe Annual Network 
Conference took place on 15-
16 September in the Belgian  

    

capital. Situated directly 
opposite the Commission’s 
Headquarters and just a 
short walk from the 
European Parliament, 
HEAL’s offices provided the 
perfect location for members 
to reflect on the future of EU 
pesticides legislation. 

       

 
    

Henriette Christensen explains the 
political calendar for autumn 2008… 
     
 

   

The PAN Europe conference  
was attended by 26 
delegates from 17 European 
countries and provided a 
useful opportunity to share 
experiences with one another 
and to plan joint initiatives to 
be scheduled for the coming 
weeks and months. 

    
 

 

 
 

    

PAN Europe welcomes 
three new members 
Following their official 
endorsement at the Annual 
General Meeting (16 
September), PAN Europe 
offers a warm welcome to 
three new associate 
members.  
    From Slovenia: ‘ECHO’ – 
an NGO working to promote 
ecology, cultural diversity, 
and health. This summer, 
ECHO teamed up with PAN 
Germany to co-host a 
meeting of Central and 
Eastern European NGOs in 
Maribor. In the first six 
months of 2008, ECHO also 
played a lead role in 
informing the Slovenian  

 

    In addition, PAN Europe 
welcomes Polski Klub 
Ecologiczny (PKE). Based in 
Gliwice in Upper Silesia, PKE 
has worked to promote 
sustainable and organic 
farming throughout Poland 
since 1980. In 2004 PKE and 
PAN Europe prepared a joint 
report entitled: Pesticide use 
in Poland. PKE’s current 
projects include: the 
promotion of ecological 
agriculture and agro-tourism, 
working to protect Polish 
nature reserves, and raising 
public awareness of the need 
for sustainable development.  
    For more information, visit: 
www.ech-o.org 
www.global2000.at 
www.pkegliwice.pl 

   

 

    
Presidency of the need for 
progressive EU legislation on 
pesticides.    Greetings also 
to ‘Global 2000’ (Friends of 
the Earth, Austria). Founded 
in Vienna in 1982, Global 
2000 is the largest and best 
known environmental 
organisation in Austria, and 
has a long track record in 
working to address the use of 
hazardous pesticides. In 
March 2008, Global 2000 
collaborated with other 
network members in 
investigating the presence of 
pesticides in wine. More 
recently Global 2000 has 
conducted detailed analysis 
of the impacts of new EU 
legislation on MRLs.      
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Valentina Lukova: PAN 
Europe’s new board 
member 
Following her successful 
election at the Annual 
General Meeting, PAN 
Europe welcomes Valentina 
Lukova as new member of 
the board.   
    Already well known to 
many within the PAN Europe 
network, Valentina is Chair of 

     

 
     

Valentina Lukova, Chair of NM FOE, 
in her office in Sofia, Bulgaria 
    

Bulgarian environmental 
NGO ‘National Movement 
Friends of the Earth (NM 
FOE) based in Sofia. The 
organisation’s major themes 
include working to address 
Climate Change, Water 
Resources, Environmental 
Awareness and the use of 
Toxic Substances.  
    Valentina has a 
background in science 
having gained a PhD in 
chemistry at the University of 
Sofia, before working as an 
Assistant Professor of 
Organic Synthesis, and later 
becoming Director of an 
analytical laboratory in 
Moscow.  
    In 2002, Lukova took a 
position as pesticides 
campaigner at Bulgarian 
NGO Ecoglasnost and has 
since worked both to raise 
awareness of the presence of 
pesticides in foods, and to 
promote action in addressing 

the abandonment of 
stockpiles of obsolete 
pesticides across Bulgaria.  
    Valentina now leads NM 
FOE’s Toxic Substances 
programme and has built 
strong links with FOE 
Europe, the International 
POPs Elimination Network, 
and Pesticide Action Network 
International. Her 
appointment lends added 
charisma to an already 
dynamic PAN Europe board, 
and increases the total 
board-level representation of 
NGOs from Central & 
Eastern Europe to three. 
    On becoming a board 
member, Valentina explained: 
‘For some years my work in 
Bulgaria has been greatly 
enhanced though membership 
of the PAN Europe network. I 
believe I am now able to repay a 
small part of that loan by serving 
as a member of the PAN Europe 
board.’ 

 
 

News from the Network 
 

PAN Germany/ PAN UK 
project ‘Fibre, Food and 
Beauty: Make it move’ to 
open with workshops in 
September 
On 24th-25th September, 
PAN Germany, PAN UK, 
OBEPAB from Benin, and 
Enda Pronat from Senegal 
launched their ‘Fibre, Food 
and Beauty’ project with two 
workshops in Hamburg, 
Germany. These events 
aimed to explore the social, 
environmental and ethical 
issues relating to smallholder 
livelihoods and ethical 
consumption, and to support 
businesses in broadening the 
market for organic cotton. 
    For many farmers in the 
developing world, cotton is 
an essential cash crop. In 
Africa alone, 20 million 
people depend on cotton 
farming as a key source of 
income. However, 
dependency on cotton 
carries      severe      adverse  
 

impacts for farmers when 
market conditions 
deteriorate.  Organic cotton 
production offers proven 
opportunities to reduce 
dependency on conventional 
cotton markets and to help 
cotton growing communities 
to escape from poverty. Its 
value is especially relevant in 
today’s current climate of 
food price escalation, rising 
costs of agricultural inputs, 
including pesticide and 
synthetic fertiliser costs, and 
unstable cotton prices. 
     It is against this backdrop 
that the joint PAN Germany/ 
PAN UK project was 
established. Funded by 
EuropeAid, the initiative will 
run from 2008 to 2010 and 
work with African partners 
OBEPAB from Benin and 
ENDA Pronat from Senegal. 
It aims to raise awareness 
among European 
businesses, donors, NGOs 
and consumers, and to build 
support    for   better   market  
     

models to help reduce 
dependency on cotton within 
organic farming systems. It 
also collaborates with 
Organic Exchange’s Farm 
System Crops Market 
Development Programme. 
The first workshop which was 
held in Hamburg on 24 
September was aimed at 
NGOs and public and private 
donors and was entitled 
‘Using diversity to reduce 
dependency on cotton and 
combat poverty’. The second 
workshop on 25 September, 
also in Hamburg, was 
addressed to businesses and 
was entitled, ’Corporate 
Social Responsibility in a 
development context: Using 
diversity to reduce 
dependency on cotton and 
combat poverty’. 
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Greenpeace/ Global 
2000: EU pesticide limits 
a health risk to 
consumers (28 August) 
From September, fruits and 
vegetables with higher levels 
of pesticide contamination will 
legally be allowed onto the 
market as a result of the 
European harmonisation of 
pesticide limits. 
    According to a joint study 
co-published on 28 August by 
Greenpeace, and Global 
2000, almost 700 of the EU 
legal limits on pesticides in 
fruits and vegetables will be 
too high. The authorised 
pesticide  

    

 

    

contamination in apples, 
pears, grapes, tomatoes 
and sweet peppers in 
particular is often so high as 
to threaten acute and 
chronic damage to health, 
especially in children. 
    ‘The EU Commission 
expects us to put up with 
more and more toxic 
chemicals in food,’ said 
Greenpeace toxics expert, 
Ulrike Kallee. ‘It is 
endangering the health of its 
citizens – children's health in 
particular. By being brought 
into line with maximum 
levels for pesticides in the 
EU, German limits are being 
replaced by EU limits which 
are mostly far higher.’ 
    The study used the EU’s 
own safety protocols to 
examine 170,000 pesticide 
limits set out by the 
Commission. In 570 
examples for fruit and 
vegetables the acute 
reference dose (ARfD) for 
children is exceeded. 
    Apples, pears and grapes 
are particularly affected.  

    

Almost 10 percent of the limits 
for these foods are potentially 
damaging to health for 
children. Long-term damage 
is also possible – 94 EU limits 
exceed the acceptable daily 
intake (ADI). When the ADI is 
exceeded there can be 
chronic damage to health 
such as cancer, or disruption 
to the hormonal and 
reproductive systems. The 
ARfD and ADI are basic 
toxicological data which must 
always be taken into account 
in setting limits. 
   ‘The EU Commission is 
ignoring its own safety 
standards,’ says Ms Kallee. 
‘This is a scandal. 
Greenpeace recommends to 
consumers who want to avoid 
pesticides in food to buy 
organic food. Chemical 
pesticides are not allowed to 
be used in its production.’ 
    The Greenpeace/ Global 
2000 study complements a 
legal challenge brought by 
PAN Europe against the 
Commission’s harmonised 
maximum residue limits.  

 
 

     

 
    

Distribution of unauthorised substances: in total residues of 59 unauthorised 
substances were detected in German food samples. Procymidone, 
vinclozolin and endosulfan were the most common.    
 

 

Greenpeace Germany:  
1 in 10 contaminated 
foods contains 
unauthorized pesticides 
(21 August) 
Analysis of German food 
produce contaminated with 
pesticides shows that 1 in 10 
affected items contains 
unauthorized substances. 
This finding was published by 
Greenpeace Germany on 21 
August and was based on 
data provided by Germany’s 
national federal office for 
consumer protection and 
food security.  
    Of 6,750 contaminated 
food items detailed in 
Germany’s 2006 national 
food monitoring reports, 
some 2,176 products were of 
German origin. Residues of 
pesticides not authorised for 
use in Germany were found  

 

in 199 of these items – which 
equates to 9.1 % of the 
contaminated German foods 
listed. 
    In total, residues of 59 
unauthorised substances were 
present in 39 different kinds of 
food. Foods worst affected  

included fresh herbs, potatoes 
and raspberries. Residues 
exceeded the legally 
permitted limits in 11 cases. 
In another six cases the acute 
reference dose for children 
aged two to under five was     
breached. 
 




